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In memory of my mother, Jean Andrews Ardell, who made it to the ripe—old age of
96 and taught me everything | know about patience, honor and dignity

Preface:

A handful of books will make a difference in your life. If the reader is diligent in
understanding the material contained herein, this may be one of them. While the
book is college—level and relatively complex, there are step— by—step instructions
that enable the student or investor to easily learn both applied statistics and
corporate finance — in an environment that is conducive to making sound
investments. In other words, it encourages “Earning while you are Learning”.
Ultimately, you may find yourself making better decisions than some executives who
earn one hundred times your salary. While life is not always fair, it is sometimes
merciful. However, life is also anything but certain and any decision you make
needs to be corroborated by as much information as possible — including opposing
viewpoints. Always challenge authority — especially your own!
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