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Chapter 1—“God With Us” 

“His name shall be called Immanuel, ... God with us.” “The light of the knowledge of the glory 

of God” is seen “in the face of Jesus Christ.” From the days of eternity the Lord Jesus Christ was one 

with the Father; He was “the image of God,” the image of His greatness and majesty, “the outshining 

of His glory.” It was to manifest this glory that He came to our world. To this sin-darkened earth He 

came to reveal the light of God’s love,—to be “God with us.” Therefore it was prophesied of Him, 

“His name shall be called Immanuel.” By coming to dwell with us, Jesus was to reveal God both to 

men and to angels. He was the Word of God,—God’s thought made audible. In His prayer for His 

disciples He says, “I have declared unto them Thy name,”—“merciful and gracious, long-suffering, 

and abundant in goodness and truth,”—“that the love wherewith Thou hast loved Me may be in them, 

and I in them.” But not alone for His earthborn children was this revelation given. Our little world is 

the lesson book of the universe.  

God’s wonderful purpose of grace, the mystery of redeeming love, is the theme into which 

“angels desire to look,” and it will be their study throughout endless ages. Both the redeemed and the 

unfallen beings will find in the cross of Christ their science and their song. It will be seen that the glory 

shining in the face of Jesus is the glory of self-sacrificing love. In the light from Calvary it will be seen 

that the law of self-renouncing love is the law of life for earth and heaven; that the love which “seeketh 

not her own” has its source in the heart of God; and that in the meek and lowly One is manifested the 

character of Him who dwelleth in the light which no man can approach unto. In the beginning, God 

was revealed in all the works of creation. It was Christ that spread the heavens, and laid the foundations 

of the earth. It was His hand that hung the worlds in space, and fashioned the flowers of the field. “His 

strength setteth fast the mountains.” “The sea is His, and He made it.” Psalm 65:6; 95:5. It was He that 

filled the earth with beauty, and the air with song. And upon all things in earth, and air, and sky, He 

wrote the message of the Father’s love. 

Now sin has marred God’s perfect work, yet that handwriting remains. Even now all created 

things declare the glory of His excellence. There is nothing, save the selfish heart of man, that lives 

unto itself. No bird that cleaves the air, no animal that moves upon the ground, but ministers to some 

other life. There is no leaf of the forest, or lowly blade of grass, but has its ministry. Every tree and 

shrub and leaf pours forth that element of life without which neither man nor animal could live; and 

man and animal, in turn, minister to the life of tree and shrub and leaf. The flowers breathe fragrance 

and unfold their beauty in blessing to the world. The sun sheds its light to gladden a thousand worlds. 

The ocean, itself the source of all our springs and fountains, receives the streams from every land, but 

takes to give. The mists ascending from its bosom fall in showers to water the earth, that it may bring 

forth and bud. 
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The angels of glory find their joy in giving,—giving love and tireless watchcare to souls that are 

fallen and unholy. Heavenly beings woo the hearts of men; they bring to this dark world light from the 

courts above; by gentle and patient ministry they move upon the human spirit, to bring the lost into a 

fellowship with Christ which is even closer than they themselves can know. But turning from all lesser 

representations, we behold God in Jesus. Looking unto Jesus we see that it is the glory of our God to 

give. “I do nothing of Myself,” said Christ; “the living Father hath sent Me, and I live by the Father.” 

“I seek not Mine own glory,” but the glory of Him that sent Me. John 8:28; 6:57; 8:50; 7:18. In these 

words is set forth the great principle which is the law of life for the universe. All things Christ received 

from God, but He took to give. So in the heavenly courts, in His ministry for all created beings: through 

the beloved Son, the Father’s life flows out to all; through the Son it returns, in praise and joyous 

service, a tide of love, to the great Source of all. And thus through Christ the circuit of beneficence is 

complete, representing the character of the great Giver, the law of life. 

In heaven itself this law was broken. Sin originated in self-seeking. Lucifer, the covering cherub, 

desired to be first in heaven. He sought to gain control of heavenly beings, to draw them away from 

their Creator,  and to win their homage to himself. Therefore he misrepresented God, attributing to 

Him the desire for self-exaltation. With his own evil characteristics he sought to invest the loving 

Creator. Thus he deceived angels. Thus he deceived men. He led them to doubt the word of God, and 

to distrust His goodness. Because God is a God of justice and terrible majesty, Satan caused them to 

look upon Him as severe and unforgiving. Thus he drew men to join him in rebellion against God, and 

the night of woe settled down upon the world. 

The earth was dark through misapprehension of God. That the gloomy shadows might be 

lightened, that the world might be brought back to God, Satan’s deceptive power was to be broken. 

This could not be done by force. The exercise of force is contrary to the principles of God’s government; 

He desires only the service of love; and love cannot be commanded; it cannot be won by force or 

authority. Only by love is love awakened. To know God is to love Him; His character must be 

manifested in contrast to the character of Satan. This work only one Being in all the universe could do. 

Only He who knew the height and depth of the love of God could make it known. Upon the world’s 

dark night the Sun of Righteousness must rise, “with healing in His wings.” Malachi 4:2. 

The plan for our redemption was not an afterthought, a plan formulated after the fall of Adam. 

It was a revelation of “the mystery which hath been kept in silence through times eternal.” Romans 

16:25, R. V. It was an unfolding of the principles that from eternal ages have been the foundation of 

God’s throne. From the beginning, God and Christ knew of the apostasy of Satan, and of the fall of 

man through the deceptive power of the apostate. God did not ordain that sin should exist, but He 

foresaw its existence, and made provision to meet the terrible emergency. So great was His love for 
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the world, that He covenanted to give His only-begotten Son, “that whosoever believeth in Him should 

not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. Lucifer had said, “I will exalt my throne above the 

stars of God; ... I will be like the Most High.” Isaiah 14:13, 14. But Christ, “being in the form of God, 

counted it not a thing to be grasped to be on an equality with God, but emptied Himself, taking the 

form of a servant, being made in the likeness of men.” Philippians 2:6, 7, R. V., margin. This was a 

voluntary sacrifice. Jesus might have remained at the Father’s side. He might have retained the glory 

of heaven, and the homage of the angels. But He chose to give back the sceptre into the Father’s hands, 

and to step down from the throne of the universe, that He might bring light to the benighted, and life 

to the perishing. 

Nearly two thousand years ago, a voice of mysterious import was heard in heaven, from the 

throne of God, “Lo, I come.” “Sacrifice and offering Thou wouldest not, but a body hast Thou prepared 

Me.... Lo, I come (in the volume of the Book it is written of Me,) to do Thy will, O God.” Hebrews 

10:5-7. In these words is announced the fulfillment of the purpose that had been hidden from eternal 

ages. Christ was about to visit our world, and to become incarnate. He says, “A body hast Thou 

prepared Me.” Had He appeared with the glory that was His with the Father before the world was, we 

could not have endured the light of His presence. That we might behold it and not be destroyed, the 

manifestation of His glory was shrouded. His divinity was veiled with humanity,—the invisible glory 

in the visible human form. 

This great purpose had been shadowed forth in types and symbols. The burning bush, in which 

Christ appeared to Moses, revealed God. The symbol chosen for the representation of the Deity was a 

lowly shrub, that seemingly had no attractions. This enshrined the Infinite. The all-merciful God 

shrouded His glory in a most humble type, that Moses could look upon it and live. So in the pillar of 

cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night, God communicated with Israel, revealing to men His will, 

and imparting to them His grace. God’s glory was subdued, and His majesty veiled, that the weak 

vision of finite men might behold it. So Christ was to come in “the body of our humiliation” 

(Philippians 3:21, R. V.), “in the likeness of men.” In the eyes of the world He possessed no beauty 

that they should desire Him; yet He was the incarnate God, the light of heaven and earth. His glory 

was veiled, His greatness and majesty were hidden, that He might draw near to sorrowful, tempted 

men. 

God commanded Moses for Israel, “Let them make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among 

them” (Exodus 25:8), and He abode in the sanctuary, in the midst of His people. Through all their 

weary wandering in the desert, the symbol of His presence was with them. So Christ set up His 

tabernacle in the midst of our human encampment. He pitched His tent by the side of the tents of men, 

that He might dwell among us, and make us familiar with His divine character and life. “The Word 
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became flesh, and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His glory, glory as of the Only Begotten from 

the Father), full of grace and truth.” John 1:14, R. V., margin. Since Jesus came to dwell with us, we 

know that God is acquainted with our trials, and sympathizes with our griefs. Every son and daughter 

of Adam may understand that our Creator is the friend of sinners. For in every doctrine of grace, every 

promise of joy, every deed of love, every divine attraction presented in the Saviour’s life on earth, we 

see “God with us.” 

Satan represents God’s law of love as a law of selfishness. He declares that it is impossible for 

us to obey its precepts. The fall of our first parents, with all the woe that has resulted, he charges upon 

the Creator, leading men to look upon God as the author of sin, and suffering, and death. Jesus was to 

unveil this deception. As one of us He was to give an example of obedience. For this He took upon 

Himself our nature, and passed through our experiences. “In all things it behooved Him to be made 

like unto His brethren.” Hebrews 2:17. If we had to bear anything which Jesus did not endure, then 

upon this point Satan would represent the power of God as insufficient for us. Therefore Jesus was “in 

all points tempted like as we are.” Hebrews 4:15. He endured every trial to which we are subject. And 

He exercised in His own behalf no power that is not freely offered to us. As man, He met temptation, 

and overcame in the strength given Him from God. He says, “I delight to do Thy will, O My God: yea, 

Thy law is within My heart.” Psalm 40:8. As He went about doing good, and healing all who were 

afflicted by Satan, He made plain to men the character of God’s law and the nature of His service. His 

life testifies that it is possible for us also to obey the law of God. 

By His humanity, Christ touched humanity; by His divinity, He lays hold upon the throne of 

God. As the Son of man, He gave us an example of obedience; as the Son of God, He gives us power 

to obey. It was Christ who from the bush on Mount Horeb spoke to Moses saying, “I AM THAT I 

AM.... Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.” Exodus 3:14. This 

was the pledge of Israel’s deliverance. So when He came “in the likeness of men,” He declared Himself 

the I AM. The Child of Bethlehem, the meek and lowly Saviour, is God “manifest in the flesh.” 1 

Timothy 3:16. And to us He says: “I AM the Good Shepherd.” “I AM the living Bread.” “I AM the 

Way, the Truth, and the Life.” “All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth.” John 10:11; 6:51; 

14:6; Matthew 28:18. I AM the assurance of every promise. I AM; be not afraid. “God with us” is the 

surety of our deliverance from sin, the assurance of our power to obey the law of heaven. 

In stooping to take upon Himself humanity, Christ revealed a character the opposite of the 

character of Satan. But He stepped still lower in the path of humiliation. “Being found in fashion as a 

man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” Philippians 

2:8. As the high priest laid aside his gorgeous pontifical robes, and officiated in the white linen dress 

of the common priest, so Christ took the form of a servant, and offered sacrifice, Himself the priest, 
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Himself the victim. “He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the 

chastisement of our peace was upon Him.” Isaiah 53:5. Christ was treated as we deserve, that we might 

be treated as He deserves. He was condemned for our sins, in which He had no share, that we might 

be justified by His righteousness, in which we had no share. He suffered the death which was ours, that 

we might receive the life which was His. “With His stripes we are healed.” 

By His life and His death, Christ has achieved even more than recovery from the ruin wrought 

through sin. It was Satan’s purpose to bring about an eternal separation between God and man; but in 

Christ we become more closely united to God than if we had never fallen. In taking our nature, the 

Saviour has bound Himself to humanity by a tie that is never to be broken. Through the eternal ages 

He is linked with us. “God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son.” John 3:16. He 

gave Him not only to bear our sins, and to die as our sacrifice; He gave Him to the fallen race. To 

assure us of His immutable counsel of peace, God gave His only-begotten Son to become one of the 

human family, forever to retain His human nature. This is the pledge that God will fulfill His word. 

“Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon His shoulder.” God 

has adopted human nature in the person of His Son, and has carried the same into the highest heaven. 

It is the “Son of man” who shares the throne of the universe. It is the “Son of man” whose name shall 

be called, “Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” 

Isaiah 9:6. The I AM is the Daysman between God and humanity, laying His hand upon both. He who 

is “holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners,” is not ashamed to call us brethren. Hebrews 7:26; 

2:11. In Christ the family of earth and the family of heaven are bound together. Christ glorified is our 

brother. Heaven is enshrined in humanity, and humanity is enfolded in the bosom of Infinite Love. 

Of His people God says, “They shall be as the stones of a crown, lifted up as an ensign upon His 

land. For how great is His goodness, and how great is His beauty!” Zechariah 9:16, 17. The exaltation 

of the redeemed will be an eternal testimony to God’s mercy. “In the ages to come,” He will “show the 

exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.” “To the intent that ... 

unto the principalities and the powers in the heavenly places might be made known ... the manifold 

wisdom of God, according to the eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Ephesians 2:7; 3:10, 11, R. V. Through Christ’s redeeming work the government of God stands 

justified. The Omnipotent One is made known as the God of love. Satan’s charges are refuted, and his 

character unveiled. Rebellion can never again arise. Sin can never again enter the universe. Through 

eternal ages all are secure from apostasy. By love’s self-sacrifice, the inhabitants of earth and heaven 

are bound to their Creator in bonds of indissoluble union. 

The work of redemption will be complete. In the place where sin abounded, God’s grace much 

more abounds. The earth itself, the very field that Satan claims as his, is to be not only ransomed but 
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exalted. Our little world, under the curse of sin the one dark blot in His glorious creation, will be 

honoured above all other worlds in the universe of God. Here, where the Son of God tabernacled in 

humanity; where the King of glory lived and suffered and died,—here, when He shall make all things 

new, the tabernacle of God shall be with men, “and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His 

people, and God Himself shall be with them, and be their God.” And through endless ages as the 

redeemed walk in the light of the Lord, they will praise Him for His unspeakable Gift,—Immanuel, 

“God with us“. 
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Chapter 2—The Chosen People 

For more than a thousand years the Jewish people had awaited the Saviour’s coming. Upon this 

event they had rested their brightest hopes. In song and prophecy, in temple rite and household prayer, 

they had enshrined His name. And yet at His coming they knew Him not. The Beloved of heaven was 

to them “as a root out of a dry ground;” He had “no form nor comeliness;” and they saw in Him no 

beauty that they should desire Him. “He came unto His own, and His own received Him not.” Isaiah 

53:2; John 1:11. Yet God had chosen Israel. He had called them to preserve among men the knowledge 

of His law, and of the symbols and prophecies that pointed to the Saviour. He desired them to be as 

wells of salvation to the world. What Abraham was in the land of his sojourn, what Joseph was in 

Egypt, and Daniel in the courts of Babylon, the Hebrew people were to be among the nations. They 

were to reveal God to men. 

In the call of Abraham the Lord had said, “I will bless thee; ... and thou shalt be a blessing: ... 

and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” Genesis 12:2, 3. The same teaching was repeated 

through the prophets. Even after Israel had been wasted by war and captivity, the promise was theirs, 

“The remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many people as a dew from the Lord, as the showers 

upon the grass, that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for the sons of men.” Micah 5:7. Concerning the 

temple at Jerusalem, the Lord declared through Isaiah, “Mine house shall be called an house of prayer 

for all peoples.” Isaiah 56:7, R. V But the Israelites fixed their hopes upon worldly greatness. From the 

time of their entrance to the land of Canaan, they departed from the commandments of God, and 

followed the ways of the heathen. It was in vain that God sent them warning by His prophets. In vain 

they suffered the chastisement of heathen oppression. Every reformation was followed by deeper 

apostasy. 

Had Israel been true to God, He could have accomplished His purpose through their honour and 

exaltation. If they had walked in the ways of obedience, He would have made them “high above all 

nations which He hath made, in praise, and in name, and in honour.” “All people of the earth,” said 

Moses, “shall see that thou art called by the name of the Lord; and they shall be afraid of thee.” “The 

nations which shall hear all these statutes” shall say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and 

understanding people.” Deuteronomy 26:19; 28:10; Deuteronomy 4:6. But because of their 

unfaithfulness, God’s purpose could be wrought out only through continued adversity and humiliation. 

They were brought into subjection to Babylon, and scattered through the lands of the heathen. In 

affliction many renewed their faithfulness to His covenant. While they hung their harps upon the 

willows, and mourned for the holy temple that was laid waste, the light of truth shone out through them, 

and a knowledge of God was spread among the nations. The heathen systems of sacrifice were a 

perversion of the system that God had appointed; and many a sincere observer of heathen rites learned 
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from the Hebrews the meaning of the service divinely ordained, and in faith grasped the promise of a 

Redeemer. 

Many of the exiles suffered persecution. Not a few lost their lives because of their refusal to 

disregard the Sabbath and to observe the heathen festivals. As idolaters were roused to crush out the 

truth, the Lord brought His servants face to face with kings and rulers, that they and their people might 

receive the light. Time after time the greatest monarchs were led to proclaim the supremacy of the God 

whom their Hebrew captives worshiped. By the Babylonish captivity the Israelites were effectually 

cured of the worship of graven images. During the centuries that followed, they suffered from the 

oppression of heathen foes, until the conviction became fixed that their prosperity depended upon their 

obedience to the law of God. But with too many of the people obedience was not prompted by love. 

The motive was selfish. They rendered outward service to God as the means of attaining to national 

greatness. They did not become the light of the world, but shut themselves away from the world in 

order to escape temptation to idolatry. In the instruction given through Moses, God had placed 

restrictions upon their association with idolaters; but this teaching had been misinterpreted. It was 

intended to prevent them from conforming to the practices of the heathen. But it was used to build up 

a wall of separation between Israel and all other nations. The Jews looked upon Jerusalem as their 

heaven, and they were actually jealous lest the Lord should show mercy to the Gentiles. 

After the return from Babylon, much attention was given to religious instruction. All over the 

country, synagogues were erected, where the law was expounded by the priests and scribes. And 

schools were established, which, together with the arts and sciences, professed to teach the principles 

of righteousness. But these agencies became corrupted. During the captivity, many of the people had 

received heathen ideas and customs, and these were brought into their religious service. In many things 

they conformed to the practices of idolaters. As they departed from God, the Jews in a great degree 

lost sight of the teaching of the ritual service. That service had been instituted by Christ Himself. In 

every part it was a symbol of Him; and it had been full of vitality and spiritual beauty. But the Jews 

lost the spiritual life from their ceremonies, and clung to the dead forms. They trusted to the sacrifices 

and ordinances themselves, instead of resting upon Him to whom they pointed. In order to supply the 

place of that which they had lost, the priests and rabbis multiplied requirements of their own; and the 

more rigid they grew, the less of the love of God was manifested. They measured their holiness by the 

multitude of their ceremonies, while their hearts were filled with pride and hypocrisy. 

With all their minute and burdensome injunctions, it was an impossibility to keep the law. Those 

who desired to serve God, and who tried to observe the rabbinical precepts, toiled under a heavy burden. 

They could find no rest from the accusings of a troubled conscience. Thus Satan worked to discourage 

the people, to lower their conception of the character of God, and to bring the faith of Israel into 
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contempt. He hoped to establish the claim put forth when he rebelled in heaven,— that the requirements 

of God were unjust, and could not be obeyed. Even Israel, he declared, did not keep the law. While the 

Jews desired the advent of the Messiah, they had no true conception of His mission. They did not seek 

redemption from sin, but deliverance from the Romans. They looked for the Messiah to come as a 

conqueror, to break the oppressor’s power, and exalt Israel to universal dominion. Thus the way was 

prepared for them to reject the Saviour. 

At the time of the birth of Christ the nation was chafing under the rule of her foreign masters, 

and racked with internal strife. The Jews had been permitted to maintain the form of a separate 

government; but nothing could disguise the fact that they were under the Roman yoke, or reconcile 

them to the restriction of their power. The Romans claimed the right of appointing and removing the 

high priest, and the office was often secured by fraud, bribery, and even murder. Thus the priesthood 

became more and more corrupt. Yet the priests still possessed great power, and they employed it for 

selfish and mercenary ends. The people were subjected to their merciless demands, and were also 

heavily taxed by the Romans. This state of affairs caused widespread discontent. Popular outbreaks 

were frequent. Greed and violence, distrust and spiritual apathy, were eating out the very heart of the 

nation. Hatred of the Romans, and national and spiritual pride, led the Jews still to adhere rigorously 

to their forms of worship. 

The priests tried to maintain a reputation for sanctity by scrupulous attention to the ceremonies 

of religion. The people, in their darkness and oppression, and the rulers, thirsting for power, longed for 

the coming of One who would vanquish their enemies and restore the kingdom to Israel. They had 

studied the prophecies, but without spiritual insight. Thus they overlooked those scriptures that point 

to the humiliation of Christ’s first advent, and misapplied those that speak of the glory of His second 

coming. Pride obscured their vision. They interpreted prophecy in accordance with their selfish desires.
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Chapter 3—“The Fullness of the Time” 

“When the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, ... to redeem them that were 

under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.” Galatians 4:4, 5. The Saviour’s coming 

was foretold in Eden. When Adam and Eve first heard the promise, they looked for its speedy 

fulfillment. They joyfully welcomed their first-born son, hoping that he might be the Deliverer. But 

the fulfillment of the promise tarried. Those who first received it died without the sight. From the days 

of Enoch the promise was repeated through patriarchs and prophets, keeping alive the hope of His 

appearing, and yet He came not. The prophecy of Daniel revealed the time of His advent, but not all 

rightly interpreted the message. Century after century passed away; the voices of the prophets ceased. 

The hand of the oppressor was heavy upon Israel, and many were ready to exclaim, “The days are 

prolonged, and every vision faileth.” Ezekiel 12:22. 

But like the stars in the vast circuit of their appointed path, God’s purposes know no haste and 

no delay. Through the symbols of the great darkness and the smoking furnace, God had revealed to 

Abraham the bondage of Israel in Egypt, and had declared that the time of their sojourning should be 

four hundred years. “Afterward,” He said, “shall they come out with great substance.” Genesis 15:14. 

Against that word, all the power of Pharaoh’s proud empire battled in vain. On “the self-same day” 

appointed in the divine promise, “it came to pass, that all the hosts of the Lord went out from the land 

of Egypt.” Exodus 12:41. So in heaven’s council the hour for the coming of Christ had been determined. 

When the great clock of time pointed to that hour, Jesus was born in Bethlehem. 

“When the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son.” Providence had directed the 

movements of nations, and the tide of human impulse and influence, until the world was ripe for the 

coming of the Deliverer. The nations were united under one government. One language was widely 

spoken, and was everywhere recognized as the language of literature. From all lands the Jews of the 

dispersion gathered to Jerusalem to the annual feasts. As these returned to the places of their sojourn, 

they could spread throughout the world the tidings of the Messiah’s coming. 

At this time the systems of heathenism were losing their hold upon the people. Men were weary 

of pageant and fable. They longed for a religion that could satisfy the heart. While the light of truth 

seemed to have departed from among men, there were souls who were looking for light, and who were 

filled with perplexity and sorrow. They were thirsting for a knowledge of the living God, for some 

assurance of a life beyond the grave. As the Jews had departed from God, faith had grown dim, and 

hope had well-nigh ceased to illuminate the future. The words of the prophets were uncomprehended. 

To the masses of the people, death was a dread mystery; beyond was uncertainty and gloom. It was not 

alone the wailing of the mothers of Bethlehem, but the cry from the great heart of humanity, that was 



16 
 

borne to the prophet across the centuries,—the voice heard in Ramah, “lamentation, and weeping, and 

great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, because they are not.” 

Matthew 2:18. In “the region and shadow of death,” men sat unsolaced. With longing eyes they looked 

for the coming of the Deliverer, when the darkness should be dispelled, and the mystery of the future 

should be made plain. 

Outside of the Jewish nation there were men who foretold the appearance of a divine instructor. 

These men were seeking for truth, and to them the Spirit of Inspiration was imparted. One after another, 

like stars in the darkened heavens, such teachers had arisen. Their words of prophecy had kindled hope 

in the hearts of thousands of the Gentile world. For hundreds of years the Scriptures had been translated 

into the Greek language, then widely spoken throughout the Roman Empire. The Jews were scattered 

everywhere, and their expectation of the Messiah’s coming was to some extent shared by the Gentiles. 

Among those whom the Jews styled heathen were men who had a better understanding of the Scripture 

prophecies concerning the Messiah than had the teachers in Israel. There were some who hoped for 

His coming as a deliverer from sin. Philosophers endeavoured to study into the mystery of the Hebrew 

economy. But the bigotry of the Jews hindered the spread of the light. Intent on maintaining the 

separation between themselves and other nations, they were unwilling to impart the knowledge they 

still possessed concerning the symbolic service. The true Interpreter must come. The One whom all 

these types prefigured must explain their significance. 

Through nature, through types and symbols, through patriarchs and prophets, God had spoken 

to the world. Lessons must be given to humanity in the language of humanity. The Messenger of the 

covenant must speak. His voice must be heard in His own temple. Christ must come to utter words 

which should be clearly and definitely understood. He, the author of truth, must separate truth from the 

chaff of man’s utterance, which had made it of no effect. The principles of God’s government and the 

plan of redemption must be clearly defined. The lessons of the Old Testament must be fully set before 

men. Among the Jews there were yet steadfast souls, descendants of that holy line through whom a 

knowledge of God had been preserved. These still looked for the hope of the promise made unto the 

fathers. They strengthened their faith by dwelling upon the assurance given through Moses, “A Prophet 

shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; Him shall ye hear in all things 

whatsoever He shall say unto you.” Acts 3:22. Again, they read how the Lord would anoint One “to 

preach good tidings unto the meek,” “to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives,” 

and to declare the “acceptable year of the Lord.” Isaiah 61:1, 2. They read how He would “set judgment 

in the earth,” how the isles should “wait for His law,” how the Gentiles should come to His light, and 

kings to the brightness of His rising. Isaiah 42:4; 60:3. 
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