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Chapter 1—The Way to Heaven 
 

By Jesus Alone—“Let not your heart be troubled,” He [Jesus] said; “ye believe in God, 

believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would 

have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 

will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. And 

whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.” For your sake I came into the world. I am 

working in your behalf. When I go away, I shall still work earnestly for you. I came into 

the world to reveal Myself to you, that you might believe. I go to the Father to cooperate 

with Him in your behalf. {Hvn 9.1} 

The object of Christ’s departure was the opposite of what the disciples feared. It did not 

mean a final separation. He was going to prepare a place for them, that He might come 

again, and receive them unto Himself. While He was building mansions for them, they 

were to build characters after the divine similitude. {Hvn 9.2} 

Still the disciples were perplexed. Thomas, always troubled by doubts, said, “Lord, we 

know not whither Thou goest; and how can we know the way? Jesus saith unto him, I am 

the way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me. If ye had known 

Me, ye should have known My Father also: and from henceforth ye know Him, and have 

seen Him.” {Hvn 10.1} 

There are not many ways to heaven. Each one may not choose his own way. Christ says, 

“I am the way: ... no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me.” Since the first gospel sermon 

was preached, when in Eden it was declared that the seed of the woman should bruise the 

serpent’s head, Christ had been uplifted as the way, the truth, and the life. He was the way 

when Adam lived, when Abel presented to God the blood of the slain lamb, representing 

the blood of the Redeemer. Christ was the way by which patriarchs and prophets were 

saved. He is the way by which alone we can have access to God.—The Desire of Ages, 

663. {Hvn 10.2} 

The Surety of Our Deliverance—By His humanity, Christ touched humanity; by His 

divinity, He lays hold upon the throne of God. As the Son of man, He gave us an example 

of obedience; as the Son of God, He gives us power to obey. It was Christ who from the 

bush on Mount Horeb spoke to Moses saying, “I AM THAT I AM.... Thus shalt thou say 

unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.” Exodus 3:14. This was the pledge 

of Israel’s deliverance. So when He came “in the likeness of men,” He declared Himself 

the I AM. The Child of Bethlehem, the meek and lowly Saviour, is God “manifest in the 

flesh.” 1 Timothy 3:16. And to us He says: “I AM the Good Shepherd.” “I AM the living 

Bread.” “I AM the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” “All power is given unto Me in heaven 

and in earth.” John 10:11; 6:51; 14:6; Matthew 28:18. I AM the assurance of every 

promise. I AM; be not afraid. “God with us” is the surety of our deliverance from sin, the 

assurance of our power to obey the law of heaven.—The Desire of Ages, 24, 25. {Hvn 

10.3} 

Help Others Find Jesus, The Way—Christ gave Himself to a shameful, agonizing 

death, showing His great travail of soul to save the perishing. Oh, Christ is able, Christ is 

willing, Christ is longing, to save all who will come unto Him! Talk to souls in peril and 
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get them to behold Jesus upon the cross, dying to make it possible for Him to pardon. Talk 

to the sinner with your own heart overflowing with the tender, pitying love of Christ. Let 

there be deep earnestness; but not a harsh, loud note should be heard from the one who is 

trying to win the soul to look and live. First have your own soul consecrated to God. As 

you look upon our Intercessor in heaven, let your heart be broken. Then, softened and 

subdued, you can address repenting sinners as one who realizes the power of redeeming 

love. {Hvn 11.1} 

Pray with these souls, by faith bringing them to the foot of the cross; carry their minds 

up with your mind, and fix the eye of faith where you look, upon Jesus the Sin Bearer. Get 

them to look away from their poor, sinful selves to the Saviour, and the victory is won. 

They behold for themselves the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world. They 

see the Way, the Truth, the Life. The Sun of Righteousness sheds its bright beams into the 

heart. The strong tide of redeeming love pours into the parched and thirsty soul, and the 

sinner is saved to Jesus Christ. {Hvn 11.2} 

Christ crucified—talk it, pray it, sing it, and it will break and win hearts. This is the 

power and wisdom of God to gather souls for Christ. Formal, set phrases, the presentation 

of merely argumentative subjects, is productive of little good. The melting love of God in 

the hearts of the workers will be recognized by those for whom they labor. Souls are 

thirsting for the waters of life. Do not be empty cisterns. If you reveal the love of Christ to 

them, you may lead the hungering, thirsting ones to Jesus, and He will give them the bread 

of life and the water of salvation.—Testimonies for the Church 6:66, 67. {Hvn 12.1} 

The True Path That Leads to Heaven—Many are losing the right way, in consequence 

of thinking that they must climb to heaven, that they must do something to merit the favor 

of God. They seek to make themselves better by their own unaided efforts. This they can 

never accomplish. Christ has made the way by dying our Sacrifice, by living our Example, 

by becoming our great High Priest. He declares, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” If 

by any effort of our own we could advance one step toward the ladder, the words of Christ 

would not be true. But when we accept Christ, good works will appear as fruitful evidence 

that we are in the way of life, that Christ is our way, and that we are treading the true path 

that leads to heaven.—The Review and Herald, November 4, 1890. {Hvn 12.2} 
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Chapter 2—His Promise Will Be Fulfilled 
Keynote of Scriptures—One of the most solemn and yet most glorious truths revealed 

in the Bible is that of Christ’s second coming to complete the great work of redemption. 

To God’s pilgrim people, so long left to sojourn in “the region and shadow of death,” a 

precious, joy-inspiring hope is given in the promise of His appearing, who is “the 

resurrection and the life,” to “bring home again His banished.” The doctrine of the second 

advent is the very keynote of the Sacred Scriptures. From the day when the first pair turned 

their sorrowing steps from Eden, the children of faith have waited the coming of the 

Promised One to break the destroyer’s power and bring them again to the lost 

Paradise. {Hvn 13.1} 

Holy men of old looked forward to the advent of the Messiah in glory, as the 

consummation of their hope. Enoch, only the seventh in descent from them that dwelt in 

Eden, he who for three centuries on earth walked with his God, was permitted to behold 

from afar the coming of the Deliverer. “Behold,” he declared, “the Lord cometh with ten 

thousands of His saints, to execute judgment upon all.” Jude 14, 15. The patriarch Job in 

the night of his affliction exclaimed with unshaken trust: “I know that my Redeemer liveth, 

and that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: ... in my flesh shall I see God: whom 

I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another.” Job 19:25-27.—The 

Great Controversy, 299. {Hvn 13.2} 

To Take His People Home—Christ has declared that He will come the second time to 

gather His faithful ones to Himself: “Then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they 

shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And 

He shall send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together His 

elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” Matthew 24:30, 31.—The 

Great Controversy, 37. {Hvn 14.1} 

The promise of Christ’s second coming was ever to be kept fresh in the minds of His 

disciples. The same Jesus whom they had seen ascending into heaven, would come again, 

to take to Himself those who here below give themselves to His service. The same voice 

that had said to them, “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end,” would bid them 

welcome to His presence in the heavenly kingdom.—The Acts of the Apostles, 33. {Hvn 

14.2} 

The proclamation of Christ’s coming should now be, as when made by the angels to the 

shepherds of Bethlehem, good tidings of great joy. Those who really love the 

Saviour cannot but hail with gladness the announcement founded upon the Word of God 

that He in whom their hopes of eternal life are centered is coming again, not to be insulted, 

despised, and rejected, as at His first advent, but in power and glory, to redeem His people. 

It is those who do not love the Saviour that desire Him to remain away, and there can be 

no more conclusive evidence that the churches have departed from God than the irritation 

and animosity excited by this Heaven-sent message.—The Great Controversy, 339, 

340. {Hvn 14.3} 

These truths, as presented in Revelation 14 in connection with “the everlasting gospel,” 

will distinguish the church of Christ at the time of His appearing. For as the result of the 

threefold message it is announced: “Here are they that keep the commandments of God, 
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and the faith of Jesus.” And this message is the last to be given before the coming of the 

Lord. Immediately following its proclamation the Son of man is seen by the prophet, 

coming in glory to reap the harvest of the earth.—The Great Controversy, 453, 454. {Hvn 

15.1} 

Freedom From Sin—This earth has been trodden by the Son of God. He came to bring 

men light and life, to set them free from the bondage of sin. He is coming again in power 

and great glory, to receive to Himself those who during this life have followed in His 

footsteps.—Letter 117, 1903 quoted in Medical Ministry, 20, 21. {Hvn 15.2} 

“The Redemption of the Purchased Possession.”—God’s original purpose in the 

creation of the earth is fulfilled as it is made the eternal abode of the redeemed. “The 

righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell therein for ever.” The time has come to which 

holy men have looked with longing since the flaming sword barred the first pair from 

Eden—the time for “the redemption of the purchased possession.” The earth originally 

given to man as his kingdom, betrayed by him into the hands of Satan, and so long held by 

the mighty foe, has been brought back by the great plan of redemption. {Hvn 15.3} 

All that was lost by the first Adam will be restored by the second. The prophet says, “O 

Tower of the flock, the strong hold of the daughter of Zion, unto Thee shall it come, even 

the first dominion.” And Paul points forward to the “redemption of the purchased 

possession.” {Hvn 16.1} 

God created the earth to be the abode of holy, happy beings. That purpose will be 

fulfilled when, renewed by the power of God and freed from sin and sorrow, it shall become 

the eternal home of the redeemed.—The Adventist Home, 540. {Hvn 16.2} 

To Make All Things New—The work of redemption will be complete. In the place 

where sin abounded, God’s grace much more abounds. The earth itself, the very field that 

Satan claims as his, is to be not only ransomed but exalted. Our little world, under the curse 

of sin the one dark blot in His glorious creation, will be honored above all other worlds in 

the universe of God. Here, where the Son of God tabernacled in humanity; where the King 

of glory lived and suffered and died—here, when He shall make all things new, the 

tabernacle of God shall be with men, “and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His 

people, and God Himself shall be with them, and be their God.” And through endless ages 

as the redeemed walk in the light of the Lord, they will praise Him for His unspeakable 

Gift—Immanuel, “God with us.”The Desire of Ages, 26. {Hvn 16.3} 

Cost of Redemption Realized—Never can the cost of our redemption be realized until 

the redeemed shall stand with the Redeemer before the throne of God. Then as the glories 

of the eternal home burst upon our enraptured senses we shall remember that Jesus left all 

this for us, that He not only became an exile from the heavenly courts, but for us took the 

risk of failure and eternal loss. Then we shall cast our crowns at His feet, and raise the 

song, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 

strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing.” Revelation 5:12.—The Desire of Ages, 

131. {Hvn 17.1} 

Earth’s Purpose Fulfilled—God created the earth to be the abode of holy, happy 

beings. The Lord “formed the earth and made it; He hath established it, He created it not 

in vain, He formed it to be inhabited.” Isaiah 45:18. That purpose will be fulfilled, when, 

renewed by the power of God, and freed from sin and sorrow, it shall become the eternal 
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abode of the redeemed. “The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell therein forever.” 

“And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; 

and His servants shall serve Him.” Psalm 37:29; Revelation 22:3.—Patriarchs and 

Prophets, 67. {Hvn 17.2} 

Jesus Suffered to Save—I saw the beauty of heaven. I heard the angels sing their 

rapturous songs, ascribing praise, honor, and glory to Jesus. I could then realize something 

of the wondrous love of the Son of God. He left all the glory, all the honor which He had 

in heaven, and was so interested for our salvation that He patiently and meekly bore every 

indignity and slight which man could heap upon Him. He was wounded, smitten, and 

bruised; He was stretched on Calvary’s cross and suffered the most agonizing death to save 

us from death, that we might be washed in His blood and be raised up to live with Him in 

the mansions He is preparing for us, to enjoy the light and glory of heaven, to hear the 

angels sing, and to sing with them.—Testimonies for the Church 1:123, 124. {Hvn 17.3} 
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Chapter 3—The Second Coming Promised Throughout 

History 
Key to History—An understanding of the hope of Christ’s second coming is the key 

that unlocks all the history that follows, and explains all the future lessons.—Letter 218, 

1906 quoted in Evangelism, 220. {Hvn 19.1} 

Told to Enoch—“And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, 

Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints” (Jude 14).... The doctrine of 

Christ’s coming was made known at this early date to the man who walked with God in 

continual communion. The godly character of this prophet is to represent the state of 

holiness to which the people of God must attain who expect to be translated to heaven.—

The Review and Herald, July 31, 1888 quoted in That I May Know Him, 348. {Hvn 19.2} 

Sacrifices A Perpetual Reminder.—In patriarchal times the sacrificial offerings 

connected with divine worship constituted a perpetual reminder of the coming of a Saviour, 

and thus it was with the entire ritual of the sanctuary services throughout Israel’s history. 

In the ministration of the tabernacle, and of the temple that afterward took its place, the 

people were taught each day, by means of types and shadows, the great truths relative to 

the advent of Christ as Redeemer, Priest, and King; and once each year their minds were 

carried forward to the closing events of the great controversy between Christ and Satan, 

the final purification of the universe from sin and sinners. {Hvn 19.3} 

The sacrifices and offerings of the Mosaic ritual were ever pointing toward a better 

service, even a heavenly. The earthly sanctuary was “a figure for the time then present,” in 

which were offered both gifts and sacrifices; its two holy places were “patterns of things 

in the heavens;” for Christ, our great High Priest, is today “a minister of the sanctuary, and 

of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.” Hebrews 9:9, 23; 8:2.—

Prophets and Kings, 684, 685. {Hvn 20.1} 

The slaying of the Passover lamb was a shadow of the death of Christ. Says Paul: “Christ 

our Passover is sacrificed for us.” 1 Corinthians 5:7. The sheaf of first fruits, which at the 

time of the Passover was waved before the Lord, was typical of the resurrection of Christ. 

Paul says, in speaking of the resurrection of the Lord and of all His people: “Christ the first 

fruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at His coming.” 1 Corinthians 15:23. Like the wave 

sheaf, which was the first ripe grain gathered before the harvest, Christ is the first fruits of 

that immortal harvest of redeemed ones that at the future resurrection shall be gathered into 

the garner of God.—The Great Controversy, 399. {Hvn 20.2} 

Good News—The gospel message proclaimed by Christ’s disciples was the 

announcement of His first advent to the world. It bore to men the good tidings of salvation 

through faith in Him. It pointed forward to His second coming in glory to redeem His 

people, and it set before men the hope, through faith and obedience, of sharing the 

inheritance of the saints in light. This message is given to men today, and at this time there 

is coupled with it the announcement of Christ’s second coming as at hand. The signs which 

He Himself gave of His coming have been fulfilled, and by the teaching of God’s Word 

we may know that the Lord is at the door. {Hvn 21.1} 

John in the Revelation foretells the proclamation of the gospel message just before 

Christ’s second coming. He beholds an angel flying “in the midst of heaven, having the 
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everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and 

kindred, and tongue, and people, saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to 

Him; for the hour of His judgment is come.” Revelation 14:6, 7. {Hvn 21.2} 

In the prophecy this warning of the judgment, with its connected messages, is followed 

by the coming of the Son of man in the clouds of heaven. The proclamation of the judgment 

is an announcement of Christ’s second coming as at hand. And this proclamation is called 

the everlasting gospel. Thus the preaching of Christ’s second coming, the announcement 

of its nearness, is shown to be an essential part of the gospel message.—Christ’s Object 

Lessons, 226-228. {Hvn 21.3} 

The Prayer Jesus Taught—“Thy kingdom come.” Matthew 6:10. God is our Father, 

who loves and cares for us as His children; He is also the great King of the universe. The 

interests of His kingdom are our interests, and we are to work for its upbuilding. {Hvn 

22.1} 

The disciples of Christ were looking for the immediate coming of the kingdom of His 

glory, but in giving them this prayer Jesus taught that the kingdom was not then to be 

established. They were to pray for its coming as an event yet future. But this petition was 

also an assurance to them. While they were not to behold the coming of the kingdom in 

their day, the fact that Jesus bade them pray for it is evidence that in God’s own time it will 

surely come. {Hvn 22.2} 

The kingdom of God’s grace is now being established, as day by day hearts that have 

been full of sin and rebellion yield to the sovereignty of His love. But the full establishment 

of the kingdom of His glory will not take place until the second coming of Christ to this 

world. “The kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole 

heaven,” is to be given to “the people of the saints of the Most High.” Daniel 7:27. They 

shall inherit the kingdom prepared for them “from the foundation of the world.” Matthew 

25:34. And Christ will take to Himself His great power and will reign. {Hvn 22.3} 

The heavenly gates are again to be lifted up, and with ten thousand times ten thousand 

and thousands of thousands of holy ones, our Saviour will come forth as King of kings and 

Lord of lords. Jehovah Immanuel “shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there 

be one Lord, and His name one.” “The tabernacle of God” shall be with men, “and He will 

dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them, and 

be their God.” Zechariah 14:9; Revelation 21:3. {Hvn 22.4} 

But before that coming, Jesus said, “This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all 

the world for a witness unto all nations.” Matthew 24:14. His kingdom will not come until 

the good tidings of His grace have been carried to all the earth. Hence, as we give ourselves 

to God, and win other souls to Him, we hasten the coming of His kingdom. Only those who 

devote themselves to His service, saying, “Here am I; send me” (Isaiah 6:8), to open blind 

eyes, to turn men “from darkness to light and from the power of Satan unto God, that they 

may receive forgiveness of sins and inheritance among them which are sanctified” (Acts 

26:18)—they alone pray in sincerity, “Thy kingdom come.”Thoughts From the Mount of 

Blessing, 107-109. {Hvn 23.1} 

Promise Gave Joy—As Christ ascended, His hands outstretched to bless His disciples, 

a cloud of angels received Him and hid Him from their sight. As the disciples looked with 

straining eyes for the last glimpse of their ascending Lord, two angels from the rejoicing 



12 
 

throng stood by them and said, “Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? 

this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as 

ye have seen him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). {Hvn 23.2} 

The disciples were filled with great joy. Over and over again they repeated the words 

Christ had spoken to them in His last lessons, as recorded in the fourteenth, fifteenth, 

sixteenth, and seventeenth chapters of John; and every one had something to say about the 

instruction, especially with regard to the words of the fourteenth of John ... {Hvn 24.1} 

The promise that He would come again, and also the thought that He had left them His 

peace, filled their hearts with joy.—Letter 55, 1886 quoted in The Upward Look, 

357. {Hvn 24.2} 

John Saw History of God’s People—John was strengthened to live in the presence of 

his glorified Lord. Then before his wondering vision were opened the glories of heaven. 

He was permitted to see the throne of God and, looking beyond the conflicts of earth, to 

behold the white-robed throng of the redeemed. He heard the music of the heavenly angels 

and the triumphant songs of those who had overcome by the blood of the Lamb and the 

word of their testimony. In the revelation given to him there was unfolded scene after scene 

of thrilling interest in the experience of the people of God, and the history of the church 

foretold to the very close of time. In figures and symbols, subjects of vast importance were 

presented to John, which he was to record, that the people of God living in his age and in 

future ages might have an intelligent understanding of the perils and conflicts before 

them.—The Acts of the Apostles, 582, 583. {Hvn 24.3} 

Prophecy Reassures—We must have a knowledge of the Scriptures, that we may trace 

down the lines of prophecy and ... see that the day is approaching, so that with increased 

zeal and effort we may exhort one another to faithfulness.... Give up our faith? lose our 

confidence? become impatient? No, no. We will not think of such a thing.... See how the 

specifications of the prophecies have been and are fulfilling. Let us lift up our heads and 

rejoice, for our redemption draweth nigh. It is nearer than when we first believed. Shall we 

not wait patiently, filled with courage and faith? Shall we not make ready a people to stand 

in the day of final reckoning?—The Review and Herald, July 31, 1888 quoted in That I 

May Know Him, 348. {Hvn 24.4} 

His Promise Gives Courage—More than eighteen hundred years have passed since the 

Saviour gave the promise of His coming. Throughout the centuries His words have filled 

with courage the hearts of His faithful ones. The promise has not yet been fulfilled; ... but 

none the less sure is the word that has been spoken.—The Review and Herald, November 

13, 1913 quoted in Our High Calling, 367. {Hvn 25.1} 
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Chapter 4—God’s People Delivered 
God Manifests His Power at Midnight—By the people of God a voice, clear and 

melodious, is heard, saying, “Look up,” and lifting their eyes to the heavens, they behold 

the bow of promise. The black, angry clouds that covered the firmament are parted, and 

like Stephen they look up steadfastly into heaven and see the glory of God and the Son of 

man seated upon His throne. In His divine form they discern the marks of His humiliation; 

and from His lips they hear the request presented before His Father and the holy angels: “I 

will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am.” John 17:24. {Hvn 

26.1} 

Again a voice, musical and triumphant, is heard, saying: “They come! they come! holy, 

harmless, and undefiled. They have kept the word of My patience; they shall walk among 

the angels;” and the pale, quivering lips of those who have held fast their faith utter a shout 

of victory. {Hvn 26.2} 

It is at midnight that God manifests His power for the deliverance of His people. The 

sun appears, shining in its strength. Signs and wonders follow in quick succession. The 

wicked look with terror and amazement upon the scene, while the righteous behold with 

solemn joy the tokens of their deliverance. Everything in nature seems turned out of its 

course. The streams cease to flow. Dark, heavy clouds come up and clash against each 

other. In the midst of the angry heavens is one clear space of indescribable glory, whence 

comes the voice of God like the sound of many waters, saying: “It is done.” Revelation 

16:17.—The Great Controversy, 636. {Hvn 27.1} 

The Foundations of the Earth Seem to Be Giving Way—There is a mighty 

earthquake. The firmament appears to open and shut. The glory from the throne of God 

seems flashing through. The mountains shake like a reed in the wind, and ragged rocks are 

scattered on every side. There is a roar as of a coming tempest. The sea is lashed into fury. 

There is heard the shriek of the hurricane, like the voice of demons upon a mission of 

destruction. The whole earth heaves and swells like the waves of the sea. Its surface is 

breaking up. Its very foundations seem to be giving way. Mountain chains are sinking. 

Inhabited islands disappear with their living freight. The seaports that have become like 

Sodom for wickedness are swallowed up by the angry waters. Great hailstones, every one 

“about the weight of a talent,” [Revelation 16:21] are doing their work of destruction. The 

proudest cities of the earth are laid low. The costly palaces, upon which the world’s great 

men have lavished their wealth in order to glorify themselves, are crumbling to ruin before 

their eyes.—The Spirit of Prophecy 4:453, 454. {Hvn 27.2} 

A Special Resurrection Before Jesus Appears—Graves are opened, and “many of 

them that sleep in the dust of the earth ... awake, some to everlasting life, and some to 

shame and everlasting contempt.” Daniel 12:2. All who have died in the faith of the third 

angel’s message come forth from the tomb glorified, to hear God’s covenant of peace with 

those who have kept His law. “They also which pierced Him” (Revelation 1:7), those that 

mocked and derided Christ’s dying agonies, and the most violent opposers of His truth and 

His people, are raised to behold Him in His glory and to see the honor placed upon the 

loyal and obedient. {Hvn 28.1} 
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Thick clouds still cover the sky; yet the sun now and then breaks through, appearing like 

the avenging eye of Jehovah. Fierce lightnings leap from the heavens, enveloping the earth 

in a sheet of flame. Above the terrific roar of thunder, voices, mysterious and awful, declare 

the doom of the wicked. The words spoken are not comprehended by all; but they are 

distinctly understood by the false teachers. Those who a little before were so reckless, so 

boastful and defiant, so exultant in their cruelty to God’s commandment-keeping people, 

are now overwhelmed with consternation and shuddering in fear. Their wails are heard 

above the sound of the elements. Demons acknowledge the deity of Christ and tremble 

before His power, while men are supplicating for mercy and groveling in abject terror.—

The Great Controversy, 637, 638. {Hvn 28.2} 

The Ten Commandments Revealed to All in The Sky—Through a rift in the clouds, 

there beams a star whose brilliancy is increased fourfold in contrast with the darkness. It 

speaks hope and joy to the faithful, but severity and wrath to the transgressors of God’s 

law. Those who have sacrificed all for Christ are now secure, hidden as in the secret of the 

Lord’s pavilion. They have been tested, and before the world and the despisers of truth they 

have evinced their fidelity to Him who died for them. {Hvn 29.1} 

A marvelous change has come over those who have held fast their integrity in the very 

face of death. They have been suddenly delivered from the dark and terrible tyranny of 

men transformed to demons. Their faces, so lately pale, anxious, and haggard, are now 

aglow with wonder, faith, and love. Their voices rise in triumphant song: “God is our refuge 

and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be 

removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; though the waters 

thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof.” [Psalm 

46:1-3]. {Hvn 29.2} 

While these words of holy trust ascend to God, the clouds sweep back, and the starry 

heavens are seen, unspeakably glorious in contrast with the black and angry firmament on 

either side. The glory of heaven is beaming from the gates ajar. Then there appears against 

the sky a hand holding two tables of stone folded together. The hand opens the tables, and 

there are revealed the precepts of the decalogue, traced as with a pen of fire. The words are 

so plain that all can read them. Memory is aroused, the darkness of superstition and heresy 

is swept from every mind, and God’s ten words, brief, comprehensive, and authoritative, 

are presented to the view of all the inhabitants of earth. Wonderful code! wonderful 

occasion!—The Spirit of Prophecy 4:456, 457. {Hvn 29.3} 

God Tells His People the Day and Hour of Jesus’ Coming—The voice of God is 

heard from heaven, declaring the day and hour of Jesus’ coming, and delivering the 

everlasting covenant to His people. Like peals of loudest thunder His words roll through 

the earth. The Israel of God stand listening, with their eyes fixed upward. Their 

countenances are lighted up with His glory, and shine as did the face of Moses when he 

came down from Sinai. The wicked cannot look upon them. And when the blessing is 

pronounced on those who have honored God by keeping His Sabbath holy, there is a mighty 

shout of victory.—The Great Controversy, 640. {Hvn 30.1} 
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