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Foreword 
 

 
This directory is part of the continuing series of education directories of 
the National Center for Education Statistics. We issue this publication 
in order to provide a current listing of local public school systems and 
other education agencies to the many institutions and organizations 
that deal with these entities. The regional offices of the U.S. 
Department of Defense Dependents Schools and the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs are also included in this report as are the jurisdictions of 
American Samoa, Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Marianas Islands, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. Data in this 
publication also are available electronically on the NCES website. 

We look forward to continued comments from the education 
community so our products may be increasingly useful. 
 
Jeffrey Owings 
Associate Commissioner 
Elementary/Secondary and Libraries Studies Division 
 
Lee Hoffman 
Program Manager 
Elementary/Secondary Cooperative Programs 
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Introduction 
 

 
One of the major responsibilities of the National Center for Education 
Statistics (NCES) is to report on the condition of public elementary and 
secondary education in the United States. In support of this mission, 
NCES collects from state education agencies selected data items 
about all public elementary and secondary schools and education 
agencies in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and five outlying 
areas: American Samoa, Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Marianas Islands, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. Information is 
also provided by the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) and the U.S. 
Department of Defense (DoD) on its dependents schools. 
 
Information on the universe of public schools and education agencies 
is collected annually through the NCES Common Core of Data (CCD) 
surveys. The CCD survey forms are completed (using state education 
agency administrative records) by CCD coordinators who were 
designated by their chief state school officers as the official state 
liaisons to NCES. The five CCD surveys are (1) “Public 
Elementary/Secondary School Universe Survey,” (2) “Local Education 
Agency Universe Survey,” (3) “State Nonfiscal Survey of Public 

Elementary/Secondary Education,” (4) “National Public Education 
Financial Survey,” and (5) “School District Financial Survey.” 
 
For more information on public elementary/secondary education 
agencies and access to the 2002–03 CCD “Local Education Agency 
Universe Survey” file, visit the CCD website at http://nces.ed.gov/ccd. 
 
The information for this publication comes primarily from the CCD 
Local Education Agency Universe data collection of spring 2002. In 
the introduction, several tables that summarize the contents of the file 
are provided. They are followed by the listing of education agencies, 
organized by state and type of agency. The directory lists all reported 
public elementary/secondary education agencies in the 50 states, the 
District of Columbia, five outlying areas, BIA, and DoD. (For 2002–03, 
Guam did not report CCD data.) An agency cannot be designated as 
more than one type, and if there are no agencies of a given type in a 
state, the heading for that type is omitted. Definitions of agency types 
are given on page xvii. 
 
 

http://nces.ed.gov/ccd
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Using the Directory 
 

 
Directory Contents 
 
The directory provides up to 12 items of information for each public 
elementary/secondary agency listed. For some listings, fewer than 12 
items are provided either because the missing item(s) of information is 
not applicable to the particular agency type or the state CCD 
coordinator did not provide NCES with the information. The 12 items of 
information are 
 
• State 
 
• Name of Agency 
 
• Mailing Address including: 
 Street or P.O. Box 
 City of Mailing Address 
 ZIP Code 
 
• Telephone Number 
 
• Name of County 
 
• Metropolitan Status Code  
 
• Grade Span 
 
• Total Student Membership  
 
• Number of Regular High School Graduates (2001–02 school year) 

• Number of Students with a Special Education Individualized 
 Education Program (IEP) 
 
• Number of Teachers 
 
• Number of Schools

 
State 
 
The state in which an agency is located is identified in the upper left-
hand or right-hand corner of the page. 
 
Name of Agency 
 
This column lists the names of education agencies providing public 
elementary and secondary education in alphabetic and/or numeric 
order, grouped by type of agency within each state or state-level 
jurisdiction. The listed agency name is the name commonly used 
within the state, as supplied by the state education agency. It may 
differ from the legal name of the education agency. If there are no 
agencies of a given type in a state, the heading for that type is omitted 
from the listing. 
 
Street or P.O. Box  
 
The street or P.O. box is the post office box number, rural route 
number, or the building’s block number and name of the street where 
mail to the agency’s chief executive officer should be addressed. The 
address given here may not represent the physical location of the 
agency. An “N” in this field indicates that no street address is used by 
the state education agency in mailings to the education agency. 
 
City  
 
The city is the name of the city used in the mailing address of the 
agency’s chief executive officer. If a state name abbreviation appears 
in this column, then the mailing address of the agency is located in the 
state shown rather than in the state actually served by the agency. 
This was true for 21 agencies in 2002–03. The street address, two-
letter state code, and ZIP code also follow this convention. If no 
address was supplied by the state CCD coordinator (as was the case 
for eight agencies), this field is blank. 
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The entries of this column identify the lowest and highest grades 
served by the agency, as inferred from student membership data for 
the schools affiliated with the agency. This span is represented by a 5-
character code with the general form LL-HH, where LL represents the 

lowest grade level offered by the agency’s schools and HH represents 
the highest grade level offered. The following codes are used to 
describe grade span when numerical designations are inappropriate:  

ZIP Code 
 
The ZIP code is assigned by the U.S. Postal Service to aid in the 
delivery of mail. The first digit is a regional identifier, the next 2 digits 
identify the post office, and the next 2 digits identify the block or zone. 
 
Telephone Number 
 
The entry in this column lists the 3-digit area code, 3-digit exchange, 
and 4-digit local telephone number of the administrative office of the 
agency’s chief executive officer. If no number was supplied by the 
state CCD coordinator, this field is blank (133 agency telephone 
numbers were not reported and are missing). 
 
Name of County 
 
Name of county is the county where the chief executive officer of the 
agency maintains the agency’s operational and administrative base. If 
county information was not provided, the field is blank. 
  
Metropolitan Status Code (MSC) 
 
This column presents a single-digit code that classifies an education 
agency’s service area relative to one of the 355 Metropolitan Statistical 
Areas (MSAs) determined by the Bureau of Census during the 1980 
Decennial Census and updated as of 1998. The following codes are 
used: 
 
 1-The agency serves the principal city of a Core-Based Statistical 

Area (CBSA). 
 2-The agency serves a CBSA but not primarily its principal city. 
 3-The agency does not serve a CBSA. 
 
Grade Span 
 

 
PK  = prekindergarten 
K/KG = kindergarten 
UG = ungraded 
 
Grades recognized for inclusion in the universe of elementary and 
secondary agencies range from prekindergarten (PK) through grade 
12. Note that a district whose span is identified by grades may also 
include ungraded pupils. In addition, two grade span patterns are used 
that require further explanation. 
 
 UG-UG: This category is used to indicate that all of the students of 

an agency are ungraded. This is typically the case with 
regional educational service agencies (RESAs). 

 
 00-00: This designation identifies agencies that have no 

responsibility for instructing students or that have no 
schools associated with them. These types of agencies 
are typically supervisory union administrative centers and 
special-purpose agencies, which provide the services of a 
common superintendent of schools and a business 
manager to clusters of small agencies. 

 
Total Student Membership 
 
Student membership is defined as the unduplicated count of students 
on the roll of the agency (excluding any formerly enrolled students who 
withdrew) taken on the school day closest to October 1, 2002. 
 
Various conditions exist in which student membership may not be 
reported for an agency. Some types of agencies, such as 
supervisory union administrative centers or RESAs, typically do not 
report students. Some regular school districts contract with other 
agencies to provide services for a portion of their students rather 
than operate schools for these students themselves. In these cases, 
student membership is not reported for the receiving district in order 
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to avoid duplication of student counts. Conversely, in cases where all 
students are sent to a contracting agency, no membership is 
reported for the sending, or “nonoperating” district. Missing 
responses are represented by an em dash (—). Additionally, not 
applicable responses are represented by a dagger symbol (†) for the 
remaining variables in the agency listing because the variables are 
not applicable to districts and agencies that do not serve students. 
 
Number of Regular High School Graduates (2001–02 school year) 
 
This variable is the number of students who received a diploma from a 
regular high school program under the jurisdiction of the agency during 
the period September 2001 through August 2002. Not included in this 
count are other high school completers such as graduates of adult 
education programs, general educational development (GED) 
certificate recipients, and completers of educational programs for 
which a certificate other than a diploma is awarded. 
 
Number of Students with a Special Education Individualized 
Education Program (IEP) 
 
This is a count of all students under the jurisdiction of this agency who 
have an Individualized Education Program on file under the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA-Part B). (These students are also 
included in the Total Student Membership field.) 

Number of Teachers 
 
This variable represents the number of classroom teachers reported in 
the schools associated with each agency. The source of this number is 
the 2002–03 CCD Local Education Agency Universe Survey. 
Teachers who are not assigned to schools, such as teachers of the 
homebound or itinerant teachers who serve pupils in several schools, 
may not be included in this count in all cases. This number is reported 
in full-time equivalents rather than head counts. It is reported to one 
decimal place at the school level, but the sum for each agency, as 
reported in this directory, is rounded to the nearest whole number. The 
District of Columbia, Rhode Island, and Bureau of Indian Affairs did not 
report teachers in the Local Education Agency Universe Survey in 
2002–03. 
 
Number of Schools 
 
This variable is the number of schools operated by the agency. 
Because of space constraints, this is abbreviated as “Sch’s” in the 
listings. 
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