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DISCLAIMER

You will find this book to be insightful and a general, educational
guide on Florida accident claims. This book is not designed to
provide specific legal advice, as each case is unique. The subject
matter is for informational purposes only and is based upon Florida
law. For specific legal advice regarding your case, consult with an
experienced Florida personal injury lawyer who will be able to

review your situation and the factors involved.


http://www.chaliklaw.com/practice-areas/personal-injury/




INTRODUCTION

You are in an accident. The scene is chaotic. Kids are crying. People
are yelling. Traffic is backing up. You might be injured. You're defi-

nitely confused.

This is not the ideal situation to attempt to make smart decisions or

even know what to do next.

If you read this book, you’ll know exactly what to do—Dboth to

ensure the injured are cared for, and your legal rights are protected.

That’s why we wrote Dealing with the Aftermath: 7 Mistakes to Avoid
Following a Florida Accident. Insurance companies count on acci-
dent victims making key mistakes that could hurt their chances of

recovering fair compensation.

From calling the police to seeking medical attention, to not
signing any documents without a skilled automobile accident
attorney present, your rights are only protected if you have

considered the implications of every step you take.

The accident scene is only the beginning of confusing situations
you will confront. You will soon meet with an insurance adjuster—
a pleasant, thoughtful person who appears genuinely concerned

about your situation. Don’t be fooled.


http://www.chaliklaw.com/practice-areas/car-accidents/

Let’s face it—insurance companies make money—Ilots of money
—by minimizing what they pay on accident claims just like yours.
How do they do this? By...

...Contacting you within hours or days following the accident
and telling you your claim is invalid, or by offering a settlement

far below what your claim is actually worth.

...Inserting language into the settlement you will sign that

absolves them from future responsibilities.
...Not protecting your rights.

Don’t expect an insurance company to protect your rights. They
will call you relentlessly after your accident—seemingly to ensure

youre OK—or that you are looking after your injuries.

Don’t trust the insurance company. What they’re looking out for is

their bottom line and best interests—not yours.

That’s why you should hire an attorney skilled in accident and per-
sonal injury law. What you might not know to be “common sense”
in an accident case is second nature to an experienced attorney. By
calling an attorney, insurance adjusters by law cannot call you to
discuss the case. The attorney can help ensure your car is repaired,
your wages are covered, your bills are taken care of—especially if you

are injured, in pain and have ongoing medical bills.

Attorneys and smart consumers have a saying: “Ignorance of the
law is no excuse.” We wrote this book to help you learn your rights
in the event of an accident. You now have everything you need to

know, in one place.



Knowing your legal rights before you get behind the wheel—or

climb into the passenger seat of someone else’s car—can protect you.

Most of all, don’t lose control of the situation—or your legal rights.






BEFORE W E START

Each chapter in this book deals with specific critical issues relevant
to protecting your accident claim. Think of this book as a guide that
will not only help you with the aftermath of an accident, but will

also reveal common myths of injury claims.
Here are some of the mistakes we will be discussing:

MISTAKE #1: Believe accidents happen to the other guy.
Accidents don’t happen to the other guy; sometimes you are
the “other guy” You have to plan and prepare for the possibility

of an accident.

MISTAKE #2: Make snap decisions and put it all behind
you. Snap decisions cost you money. Besides, decisions made
quickly don’t necessarily “put it all behind you.” Injuries can
linger. Damages can cost more than anticipated. Quick deci-

sions may leave you unprepared for an uncertain future.

MISTAKE #3: Believe what the insurance company tells
you, speak with an insurance company without consulting
a lawyer first, sign a medical waiver from the other insur-
ance company. The insurance company is not your friend.
They may seem nice enough. They’re out to protect their

bottom line. So, you have to protect yours.



MISTAKE #4: Hire the wrong lawyer, fail to be honest with
your attorney and exaggerate your injuries or damages. It
is very difficult for an attorney to protect your interests if you
lie or exaggerate the nature or extent of your injuries. You and
your attorney are partners in recovering compensation for

your injury claim.

MISTAKE #5: Avoid timely medical treatment and don’t
follow the doctor’s orders. Ignoring your doctor’s recom-
mended treatment or regimen is not just about hurting your
claim. Going against medical advice can cause your injuries to

linger or get worse.

MISTAKE #6: Fail to document the accident, photograph
vehicles, gather witness information, or call the police.
Memory fades. Skid marks grow faint. Details slip away.
Witnesses escape you. If you don’t fully document your acci-
dent scene and those who saw it, your claim could evaporate
with them.

MISTAKE #7: Fail to take immediate action. The aftermath
of an accident is a chaotic rush. Youre confused, people are
frantic, there might be injuries. You let details slip away, or you
fail to take action in the days or weeks that follow. Time is of

the essence.



MISTAKE # 1

Believe Accidents Happen to the Other Guy

Accidents happen to the other guy, right?
In one word, “Wrong.”
The simple answer is, you are the other guy.

Accidents happen to safe drivers with unblemished records and
habitual traffic offenders alike. They happen to drivers who've never
been in an accident, and to unlicensed drivers whose limited skills

create dangerous driving situations.

Millions of Americans are injured or killed in motor vehicle acci-
dents every year. Even more tragic is the fact that the majority of
accidents involving cars, trucks and SUVs could have been pre-
vented if proper driver safety was applied. An automobile accident
can cut your life short or steal away someone you love. In a blink of
an eye, it can completely alter your life and impair your physical and
mental health.

There are many reasons why people get into car accidents. National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) statistics show
that:


http://www.chaliklaw.com/practice-areas/truck-accidents/

Of reported accidents, 98 percent involve one single dis-

tracted driver.

The number-one driver distraction is “rubbernecking,’
which is looking at something else on the road like a

breakdown or, ironically, another accident.

Other distracted-driver activities include admiring the
scenery, looking for road signs or landmarks, fiddling with
the radio or music player, tending to children, interacting

with passengers, and using a cell phone.

Increased cell phone usage while driving is suspected as a
culprit in more and more traffic accidents, as reflected in
some state laws restricting cell phone use while driving.
(According to the government website, www.distrac-
tion.gov, people who use hand-held devices, such as cell
phones, while driving are four times as likely to get into

injury crashes.)

In 2008, Florida had 2,978 traffic fatalities. The state out-
paced the national average in fatalities per 100,000 popu-
lation, with 16.25 per 100,000, almost triple that of the

best state’s number, versus the national average of 12.25.

Among licensed drivers, about 5% are 19 years old or
younger, some 8.4% are between the ages of 20 and 24,
with 57% between 25 and 54 years of age. It falls off from
there. Those 55 to 64 years old account for 14.8% of all
accidents nationwide, with drivers between the ages of
65 and 74 accounting for 8.4% and those 75 and older
accounting for 6.5%. If you fall in those statistics, you are

the other guy.


http://www.chaliklaw.com/practice-areas/car-accidents/types-of-car-accidents/distracted-driver-accidents/
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