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BENEDICT ARNOLD.

CHAPTER I.

Arnold s Birth and Early Life.

AMONG the first settlers and proprietors of

Rhode Island was William Arnold, a name of

some note in the local annals of his time. He
had three sons, Benedict, Thomas, and Stephen.

The eldest, that is, Benedict Arnold, succeeded

Roger Williams as president of the colony under

the first charter, and he was at different times

governor under the second charter during a pe
riod of fifteen years ;

a proof of the respect in

which he was held by his contemporaries.

The family spread out into several branches

One of these was established at Newport, from

which place two brothers, Benedict Arnold and

Oliver Arnold, emigrated to Norwich in Con

necticut, the former about the year 1730, or

perhaps a little earlier, the latter several years

afterwards. They were coopers by trade, but

Benedict discontinued that occupation soon after
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