
UC-NRLF



THE LIBRARY
OF

THE UNIVERSITY
OF CALIFORNIA









WILLIAM EATON



AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY
EDITED BY

JARED SPARKS

ILLIAM EATON

By

CORNELIUS C. FELTON

Vol. 2

HARPER & BROTHERS
PUBLISHERS

NEW YORK AND LONDON J902

I



Added Cop

A*iF*

Gin



$79EATON VOL. II

CONTENTS

CHAPTER I

PAGE

Eaton s Birth, Parentage, and early Life. His

Appointment in the Army. His Marriage 3

CHAPTER II

Eaton s Departure to join the Western Army.

His Altercation with Captain Butler.

Arrives at Cincinnati. Returns to Brimfield.

His Engagement in the Recruiting Service.

Service in Georgia. Trial by a Court-

Martial, and Sentence 8

CHAPTER III

Eaton embarks for Algiers. His Arrival there,

and Presentation at Court. Departure for

Tunis. He is delayed by contrary Winds.

Arrival at Tunis, and Reception by Famin.

Friendly Warning of the British Consul . 17

CHAPTER IV

Treaty negotiated by Famin. Article rejected

by the Senate. Stipulations. Other Ar-

M775795



CONTENTS
PAGE

tides objected to. Instructions of Mr. Secre

tary Pickering to the American Consuls.

Interviews of Eaton with the Bey, and Negotia

tions with his Ministers 21

CHAPTER V

Negotiation continued. Influence of England.
Presents demanded by the Bey. State

ment of the Articles required. President s

Letter to the Bey. Difficulties removed, and

an Accommodation effected 42

CHAPTER VI

Arrival of the Hero with Stores. Apprehen
sions of War with Tunis removed. Frau
dulent Conduct of the Bey. Eaton takes

Charge of the Danish Affairs at Tunis.

His disinterested Conduct in Relation to the

Danish Vessels. Letter of the Danish Ad
miral in Relation to it. Eaton s Quarrel

with Famin. Chastises him publicly, and is

summoned before the Bey. Defends himself

and denounces Famin. Arrival of the Anna
Maria with Stores, and her Detention in the

Service of the Bey 60

CHAPTER VII

Difficulties between Tripoli and the United States.

Project of a Commercial Convention with



CONTENTS
PAGE

Tunis. Its Failure. New Demands of the

Bey. Determination to send a Squadron into

the Mediterranean. Outrage upon Mr. Cath-

cart, and Satisfaction demanded 74

CHAPTER VIII

Arrival of the American Squadron. Tripoli

blockaded. Proceedings at Tripoli. Issue

of the Expedition. Project of dethroning the

reigning Bashaw and restoring his Brother.

Eaton s Voyage to Leghorn. Return to Tunis.

Reported Capture of Tunisian Vessels

carrying Provisions to Tripoli. Discussions

arising from it. A Tunisian Xebec arrested

and examined by an American Schooner.

Conduct of the Schooner s Crew, and Trouble

growing out of it. Eaton s successful Inter

position 91

CHAPTER IX

Intervention of the Bey of Tunis in the Affairs

of Tripoli and the United States. Arrival

of the Constellation at Tunis. Demand of

the Bey for a Ship renewed. Eaton commu

nicates his Project against Tripoli to the Com
manders of the Squadron. It is disapproved

by them. Brig Franklin captured by a Tri-

politan. Efforts to procure the Liberation of

the Crew. Further Communications with the

v



CONTENTS
PAGE

exiled Bashaw. Differences with the Com
manders of the American Squadron, and Diffi

culties of Eaton s Situation in Tunis. New
Demands of the Bey. The exiled Bashaw

leaves Malta for Derne. Arrival of Com
modore Morris at Tunis. His Arrest.

Eaton s Rupture with the Bey, and Return

to the United States ... 103

CHAPTER X

Eaton s Arrival in the United States. Visit to

Washington. Passes the Summer in Brim-

field. Second Visit to Washington, and At

tempt to settle his Accounts with the United

States. Letter to the Speaker of the House

of Representatives. Appointment as Navy
Agent of the United States for the Barbary
Powers. Cautious Policy of the President.

Return to the Mediterranean and Arrival

in Egypt. Reception by the Viceroy. De

termination to join the Bashaw. Arrested

at the Titrkish Lines. Difficulties surmounted,

and a Junction with the Bashaw effected.

Convention concluded between Eaton and, Ha-

met 124

CHAPTER XI

Preparations to march across the Desert. Dif

ficulty with the Camel-Drivers. March com-



CONTENTS
PAGE

menced. Further Difficulties with the Arab

Recruits. Alarming Intelligence from Derne,

and its Consequences. Extracts from Eaton s

Journal. News of the Squadron at Derne.

March continued. Arrival at Derne.

Battles with the Troops stationed there.

Overtures of Peace by the reigning Bashaw.

Negotiations concluded. Derne evacuated.

Eaton s Return to the United States, and

flattering Reception 136

CHAPTER XII

Eaton s Visit to Brimfield. Return to Wash

ington. Proceedings of the House of Rep
resentatives. Resolve passed by the Massa

chusetts Legislature. Eaton s Deposition on

the Trial of Burr. Final Adjustment of

his Claims. Election to the Legislature by

the Inhabitants of Brimfield. His Conduct

as Representative. Failure of Reelection.

Death of his Step-son. Correspondence with

the Ex-Bashaw and other Friends. Speech

in Town Meeting at Brimfield. Last Ill

ness, and Death. Character 173
vii





LIFE
OF

WILLIAM EATON
BY

CORNELIUS C. FELTON





WILLIAM EATOK

CHAPTER I.

Eaton 1
s Birth, Parentage, and early Life. His

Appointment in the Army. His Marriage

WILLIAM EATON was born at Woodstock, in

Connecticut, on the 23d of February, 1764. His

parents were in the middling rank of life, and

brought up a large family, with moderate means.

His father was a farmer, and for many years eked

out his narrow income, by teaching school during
the winter; an employment for which he is repre

sented as having been well qualified by more than

ordinary attainments for a farmer. He died No
vember 23d, 1804.

William, the subject of this biography, showed

very early in life, an extraordinary vigor of charac

ter. The rustic labor of a farmer s life had no

charms for his lively imagination ;
but reading and

the sports of the field were his special delight.

When he was ten years old, his family re

moved from Woodstock to Mansfield ; and here
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