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THE CUBAN-SPANISH WAR





THE DEATH OF RODRIGUEZ*

ADOLFO
RODRIGUEZ was the only son of

a Cuban farmer, who lived nine miles out-

side of Santa Clara, beyond the hills that surround

that city to the north.

When the revolution in Cuba broke out young

Rodriguez joined the insurgents, leaving his father

and mother and two sisters at the farm. He was

taken, in December of 1896, by a force of the

Guardia Civile, the corps d'elite of the Spanish

army, and defended himself when they tried to

capture him, wounding three of them with his

machete.

He was tried by a military court for bearing

arms against the government, and sentenced to be

shot by a fusillade some morning before sunrise.

Previous to execution he was confined in the

military prison of Santa Clara with thirty other

insurgents, all of whom were sentenced to be shot,

one after the other, on mornings following the

execution of Rodriguez.

*From "A Year from a Reporter's Note Book," copyright, 1897,

by Harper & Brothers.
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