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This edition has been reproduced by Light of the World Publication Company. This
book intends to enlighten on the real controversies at stake, as reflected in unabated strife and
multiple moral dilemmas. The account and illustrations are specially designed and incorporated
to edify the reader on pertinent developments in the historical, scientific, philosophical,
educational, religio-political, socio-economic, legal and spiritual spheres. Moreover, clear and
undisputed patterns and correlations may be discerned wherein may be perceived the
networking, interworking and overlapping of antithetical, yet harmonious schools of thought.

Earth’s long trajectory of coercion, conflict and compromise has prepared the platform
for the emergence of a New Age. Burning questions attend the advent of this anticipated new
era, accompanied by its superstructures, systems of governance, rights-based regimes and
ideals of freedom and happiness. Chequered in base deception, strategic repression and
objectives of new world order, this e-book connects the dots between modern realities, spiritual
mysteries and divine revelation. It traces the chronological progress from national catastrophe
to global dominance, the destruction of an old system and the forging of a new; succinctly
illuminating on love, human nature and even supernatural intervention.

Time and again, remarkable events have moulded the course of life and history, while
even prefiguring the future. Living in times of great turbulence and uncertainty, the future has
been but dimly comprehended. Thankfully, this work enables a panoramic vision of both past
and future, highlighting critical moments of time which have unfolded in fulfilment to
prophecy.

Although birthed in unpromising conditions, afflicted in gruelling crucibles, several
individuals have resolved, persevered in virtue and sealed their faith, leaving an ineffaceable
mark. Their contributions have shaped modernity and paved the road for a marvellous
culmination and imminent change. Therefore, this literature serves as both inspiration and
practical tool for a penetrative and profound understanding behind social issues, religion and
politics. Each chapter narrates on both the world and the human condition, enshrouded in
darkness, embattled in keen clashes, and impelled by sinister, hidden agendas and ulterior
motives. Here, these are unashamedly exposed to plain view. Nevertheless, every page radiates
with resplendent rays of courage, deliverance and hope.

Ultimately, it is our fervent desire that every reader experience, grow to love and accept
truth. In a world permeated with lies, ambiguity and manipulation, truth will forever stand as
the quintessential longing in the soul. Truth engenders life, beauty, wisdom and grace;
resulting in renewed purpose, vigour and a genuine, yet personal transformation in perspective
and life.
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BOOK V—The Leipsic Disputation 1519

CHAPTER 1

Luther’s Danger—God preserves Luther—The Pope sends a Chamberlain—The
Legate’s Journey—Roman Briefs—Circumstances favourable to the reform—Miltitz
with Spalatin—Tetzel’s Alarm—Miltitz’s Flattery—Demands a Retraction—Luther
refuses, but offers to keep Silence—Agreement between Luther and the Nuncio—The
Legate’s Kiss—Tetzel reproached by the Legate—Luther to the Pope—Nature of the
Reformation—Luther opposes Separation—De Vio and Miltitz at Treves—Luther’s
cause extends over various countries—Luther’s writings begin the Reformation

Dangers had gathered around Luther and the Reformation. The appeal of the
Wittenberg doctor to a general council was a new assault upon the Papal power. A
Bull of Pius II had pronounced the greater excommunication even against the
emperors who should dare be guilty of such an act of revolt. Frederick of Saxony, as
yet weak in the evangelical doctrine, was ready to banish Luther from his states. A
new message from Leo X would therefore have driven the reformer among strangers,
who might have feared to compromise themselves by receiving a monk under the
anathema of Rome. And if any of the nobles had drawn the sword in his defence, these
simple knights, despised by the mighty princes of Germany, would soon have been
crushed in their perilous enterprise.

But at the very moment that the courtiers of Leo X were urging him to measures
of severity, and when another blow would have placed his adversary in his hands,
this pope suddenly changed his policy, and entered upon a course of conciliation and
apparent mildness. We may reasonably presume that he was deceived as to the
elector’s sentiments, and thought them more favourable to Luther than they really
were; we may admit that the public voice and the spirit of the age—powers then quite
new—appeared to surround Luther with an impregnable rampart; we may suppose,
as one of his historians have done, that he followed the impulses of his judgement
and of his heart, which inclined him to mildness and moderation; but this new mode
of action, adopted by Rome at such a moment, is so strange, that it is impossible not
to recognise in it a higher and a mightier hand.

A Saxon noble, the pope’s chamberlain, and canon of Mentz, Treves, and Meissen,
was then at the Roman court. He had contrived to make himself of importance. He
boasted of being distantly related to the Saxon princes, so that the Roman courtiers
sometimes gave him the title of Duke of Saxony. In Italy, he made a foolish display
of his German nobility; in Germany, he was an awkward imitator of the elegance and
manners of Italians. He was fond of wine, and his residence at the court of Rome had
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