
Ill

I

1 1 pi

1
ti lllllli!!

Hifftil













HISTORY OF

ANCIENT CIVILIZATION



HISTORY OF CIVILIZATION
By CH. SEIGNOBOS

HISTORY OF ANCIENT CIVILIZATION

HISTORY OF MEDI/EVAL CIVILIZATION

HISTORY OF CONTEMPORARY CIVILIZATION

Each Volume, i2mo, Cloth, $1.25, net



Ew HISTORY OF

ANCIENT CIVILIZATION

BY

CHARLES SEIGNOBOS
Doctor of Letters of the University of Paris

TRANSLATED AND EDITED BY

ARTHUR HERBERT WILDE
Professor of History, Northwestern University

WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY

JAMES ALTON JAMES, Ph.D.
Professor of History, Northwestern University

NEW YORK
CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS

1906



Copyright, 1906, by

CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS



INTRODUCTORY NOTE

During the year 1900, the "Histoire de la Civili-

sation" by M. Charles Seignobos appeared as three

volumes in the third edition and as two volumes in

the sixth edition. It seemed that a work so meri-

torious and so widely used, especially in the second-

ary schools of France, would be of value to teachers

and pupils in American schools. The ability of the

author to select significant events in the political and

social history of the various nations is notable. Pro-

fessor Seignobos willingly gave his consent to having
the translation made.

It was thought best to select material from- both

the three volumes and the two volumes in so far

as the one supplemented the other. Ordinarily, the

original three-volume edition has been used.

In some particulars the work is not merely a

translation. Phrases here and there not regarded
as essential to an understanding of the text have been

omitted. The tables of contents have been made
more usable. An index has been added to each vol-

ume, and a general bibliography has been prepared
for each period.

It is believed desirable to give American readers

the following brief notice of Professor Seignobos.
He was born in Lamastre, France, in the year 1854.
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After a course of study in the
" Ecole Normale Su-

perieure," he spent two years in the universities of

Germany, making a study of their courses in his-

tory. In 1879 he was elected Professor of History

in the University of Dijon. He was called to a pro-

fessorship in the Sorbonne in 1883, and in 1890 was

made Maitre des Conferences at the Sorbonne, and

is now Maitre des Conferences in the "Faculte des

Lettres" of Paris. Professor Seignobos occupies a

place of prominence among modern French histo-

rians and is also a leader in the cause of secondary

education.

In addition to the "Histoire de la Civilisation" he

is the author of numerous historical works. Among
the more important are : "Le regime feodal en Bour-

gogne"; "Histoire narrative et descriptive des an-

ciens peuples de l'Orient"; "Scenes et episodes de

l'histoire nationale"; "Histoire politique de l'Europe

contemporaine." He is joint author with M. Lang-
lois of "Introduction aux etudes historiques."

James Alton James.
Northwestern University, April 20, 1906.



EDITOR'S PREFACE

In preparing this volume, I have used both the

three-volume edition and the two-volume edition of

the "Histoire de la Civilisation." I have usually

preferred the order of topics of the two-volume edi-

tion, but have supplemented the material therein with

other matter drawn from the three-volume edition.

A few corrections to the text have been given in

foot-notes. These notes are always clearly distin-

guished from the elucidations of the author.

I have had the benefit of a critical reading of the

manuscript by my colleague, Professor James Alton

James, at whose suggestion the work of translation

was undertaken.

Arthur H. Wilde,
Northwestern University.

Evanston, III., April 20, 1906.





/

CONTENTS

CHAPTER I

Prehistoric Times. Prehistoric archaeology
—Prehistoric re-

mains; their antiquity—Prehistoric science—The four ages.

The Rough Stone Age. Remains found in the gravels
—The

cave-men.

The Polished Stone Age. Lake-villages
—

Megalithic mon-
uments.

The Bronze Age. Bronze—Bronze objects.

The Iron Age. Iron—Iron weapons—Epochs of the Iron

Age.
Conclusions: How the four ages are to be conceived; uncer-

tainties; solved questions.

CHAPTER II

History and the Documents. History—Legends—History
in general

—Great divisions of history
—Ancient history

—
Modern history

—The Middle Ages.
Sources for the History of Ancient Civilizations. Books—Monuments—Inscriptions

—Languages—Lacunas.

Races and Peoples. Anthropology—The races—Civilized

peoples
—Aryans and Semites.

CHAPTER III

The Egyptians. Egypt—The country—The Nile—Fertility of
the soil—The accounts of Herodotus—Champollion—Egyp-
tologists

—Discoveries.

The Egyptian Empire. Antiquity of the Egyptian people
—

Memphis and the pyramids—Egyptian civilization—Thebes—The Pharaoh—The subjects
—Despotism—Isolation of

the Egyptians.
Religion of the Egyptians. The gods—Osiris—Ammon-ra—

Gods with animal heads—Sacred animals—The bull Apis—Worship of the dead—Judgment of the soul—Mummies—Book of the Dead—The arts—Industry—Architecture—
Tombs—Temples—Sculpture

—
Painting—Literature— Des-

tinies of the Egyptian civilization.



CONTENTS

CHAPTER IV

The Assyrians and Babylonians. Chaldea—The land—The
people

—The cities.

The Assyrians—Assyria
—

Origins
—Ancient accounts—Modern

discoveries—Inscriptions on bricks—Cuneiform writing
—

The Assyrian people
—The king

—Fall of the Assyrian Em-
pire.

The Babylonians. The second Chaldean empire—Babylon—
The Tower of Babylon.

Customs and Religion. Customs—Religion
—-The gods—As-

trology—Sorcery
—The sciences.

The Arts. Architecture—Palaces—Sculpture.

CHAPTER V
The Aryans of India. The Aryans—Aryan languages—The

Aryan people.
Primitive Religion of the Hindoos. The Aryans on the

Indus—The Vedas—The gods—Indra—Agni—The cult—
Worship of ancestors.

Brahmanic Society. The Hindoos on the Ganges—Castes—
The Impure—The Brahmans—The new religion of Brahma—Transmigration of souls—Character of this religion

—The
rites—Purity

—Penances—The monks.

Buddhism. Buddha—Nirvana—Charity
—

Fraternity
—Toler-

ance—Later history of Buddhism—Changes in Buddhism—Buddha transformed into a god—Mechanical prayer
—

Amelioration of manners.

CHAPTER VI

The Persians. The religion of Zoroaster—Iran—The Iranians—Zoroaster—The Zend-Avesta—Ormuzd and Ahriman—
Angels and demons—Creatures of Ormuzd and Ahriman—The cult—Morality—Funerals—Destiny of the soul—
Character of Mazdeism.

The Persian Empire. The Medes—The Persians—Cyrus—
The inscription of Behistun—The Persian empire—The
satrapies

—Revenues of the empire—The Great King—
Services rendered by the Persians—Susa and Persepolis

—
Persian architecture.

CHAPTER VII

The Phoenicians. The Phoenician people—The land—The
cities—Phoenician ruins—Organization of the Phoenicians—
Tyre—Carthage—Carthaginian army—The Carthaginians—
The Phoenician religion.



CONTENTS xi

Phcenician Commerce. Occupations of the Phoenicians—Cara-
vans—Marine commerce—Commodities—Secret kept by
the Phoenicians—Colonies—Influence of the Phoenicians—
The alphabet.

CHAPTER VIII

The Hebrews. Origin of the Hebrew people
—The Bible—

The Hebrews—The patriarchs
—The Israelites—The call of

Moses—Israel in the desert—The Promised Land.

The Religion of Israel. One God—The people of God—The
covenant—The Ten Commandments—The Law—Religion
constituted the Jewish people.

The Empire of Israel. The Judges—The Kings—Jerusalem—The tabernacle—The temple.
The Prophets. Disasters of Israel—Sentiments of the Israel-

ites—The prophets
—The new teaching

—The Messiah.

The Jewish People. Return to Jerusalem—The Jews—The
synagogues—Destruction of the temple—The Jews after

the dispersion.

CHAPTER IX

Greece and the Greeks. The country—The sea—The climate—
Simplicity of Greek life—The people

—
Origin of the

Greeks—Legends—The Trojan War—The Homeric Poems—
The Greeks at the time of Homer—The Dorians—The Ioni-

ans—The Hellenes—The cities.

The Hellenes Beyond the Sea. Colonization—Character of

the colonies—Traditions touching the colonies—Importance
of the Greek colonies.

CHAPTER X

Greek Religion. The gods—Polytheism—Anthropomorphism—Mythology—Local gods—The great gods—Attributes of
the gods—Olympus and Zeus—Morality of the Greek
mythology.

The Heroes. Various sorts of heroes—Presence of the heroes—
Intervention of the heroes.

Worship. Principle of the cult of the gods—The great feasts-

The sacred games—Omens—Oracles—Amphictyonies.

CHAPTER XI

Sparta. The People
—Laconia—The Helots—The Periceci—

Condition of the Spartiates.
Education. The children—The girls

—The discipline
—La-

conism—Music—The dance—Heroism of the women.

cr"



Thank You for previewing this eBook 
You can read the full version of this eBook in different formats: 

 HTML (Free /Available to everyone) 
 

 PDF / TXT (Available to V.I.P. members. Free Standard members can 
access up to 5 PDF/TXT eBooks per month each month) 
 

 Epub & Mobipocket (Exclusive to V.I.P. members) 

To download this full book, simply select the format you desire below 

 

 

 

http://www.free-ebooks.net/

