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PREFACE.

Ih the View of Ancient and Modern Egypt exhibited in

the following pages, its learned authoi' exercised great

diligence in availing himself of the materials furnished

both by ancient and modern writers, nor did he fail, in

preparing a third edition for the press, to enrich it \\'ith

information derived from the most recent publications

both of French and English scholars. It is a singular

evidence, however, of the activity and well-directed co-

operation of the learned men of Europe in the present

age, that the history of the most ancient people in the

world is every year receiving new and important addi-

tions. A period of twelve years has elapsed since Dr.

Russell availed himself of the most recent labours of

Rifaud, Wilkinson, Mure, Renwick, and Rosellini. But

during that time the most important additions have been

made to our knowledge of Egyptian history. The whole

system of historic chronology has been revised by the

aid of the established succession of Egyptian dynasties,

and though as yet we cannot hope that more than a par-

tial approximation to scientific chronological precision

has been made, still the results are of the utmost value

in the elucidation both of sacred and profane history.

The wonderful and altogether unprecedented disco-

veries of M. Botta and Dr. Layard, disclosing evidences
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of AssjTian power and grandeur, have revealed to us the

elements of ancient Asiatic history contemporary with

some of the most remarkable epochs in the Egjptian

annals.

These disclosures have naturally conferred a new

interest on the whole range of study comprehended in

the archseological and hierological investigations of the

monuments of Egypt, which have been originated and

carried on with such gratifying success by the scholars

of the present generation. It has therefore become in-

dispensible to revise the valuable labours of Dr. Russell,

in order to bring down his View of Ancient and ^Modern

Egj'pt to the present day. Nearly one hundred pages of

entirely new matter have accordingly been added, com-

prehending a concise and popular history of the series

of discoveries by means of which the problem of Egj^)-

tian hieroglyphics has at length been completely solved.

To this is added a view of the remarkably interesting

light which these discoveries have already thrown on

Scripture history, and the evidences they disclose in

elucidation of the progress of the older nations of the

world, whose annals have been obscured or lost in the

lapse of time. In its present form this volume is confi-

dently oflfered to the British reader as a valuable com-

pendium both of historical and biblical illustration,

derived from the most ancient of all existing records,

—

the paintings and the hieroglyphics of the great valley

of the Nile,

Edixbukgh, January, 1850.

*»* The present edition of Bishop Russell's Eijj-pt, has, in addition to
the historj' of the most recent observations and discoveries in relation
to the ancient history and antiquities of that remarkable country, a
Biographical Shetch of the latter days of Mohammed Ali. with notices of
his son Ibrahim, and his grandson the reigning Viceroy of Egypt.

Edinbcegh, January, 1852.
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