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PREFACE

This volume has been prepared to meet the need of the sixth

grade of the grammar school for a short and simple introduction

to the history of the United States. It has followed in essential

particulars the recommendations of the Committee of Eight of

the American Historical Association for such an introduction.

English history has been made the basis of the narrative, wher-

ever possible, in the belief that England furnishes for us the

simplest illustration of that development of European culture which

should form the background of an intelligent study of our own

history. In these respects the present volume resembles the

author's earlier book, '' European Beginnings of American His-

tory," from which, indeed, much of the material has been drawn.

A few words of explanation and suggestion as to the use of the

book may not be amiss. The chapters are of varying length and

are often unusually long for a book of this grade, but it is believed

that the sections will, in most cases, prove suitable for a lesson.

The questions are rarely based directly upon the subject matter of

the chapter to which they are appended and can seldom be answered

by a reference to it. They either contain a back reference, or are

designed to bring the past into some relation with our life of to-day

and to stimulate outside research into subjects related to the matter

in hand ; and the field of inquiry, it is hoped, will include not

only dictionaries, encyclopedias, geographies, and histories, but the

more lively and intimate resource of ''grown-up" information, as

well. The summaries at the beginnings of the chapters contain

the subjects upon which the pupil should have definite knowledge.
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The books referred to will be found appropriate for reading in

class as well as for outside reference. Interesting and fuller develop-

ment of many subjects may also be found in Robinson's " Introduc-

tion to the History of Western Europe," Cheyney's '' Short History

of England," and Green's " Short History of the English People."

In the History Teachers'' Magazine for May, 191 1, many valua-

ble aids to the teaching of ancient, medieval, and English history

are listed, with full directions for procuring them. A few of the

fine wall pictures catalogued in this list and issued by Longmans,

Arnold, and Koehler, illustrating events in English history and

life in the Middle Ages, would well repay the money expended on

them, for the sake of their enlivening effect on the daily lesson.

Many subjects will also be found illustrated in the inexpensive

Perry prints. Further interest can be aroused by the use of

Rausch's excellent models. The value of the constant use of

maps is too w^ell known to need emphasis here. For illuminating

suggestions as to methods of history teaching, no better source

could be found than the pamphlet already referred to, "The Prob-

lem of Adapting History to Children in the Elementary Schools,"

by Professor Henry Johnson, published by the Columbia Uni-

versity Press, 1908.

Both the author and the editor, Professor James Harvey Robin-

son, of Columbia University, wish to express here their great

indebtedness to Professor Johnson for his kindness in reading the

manuscript and in giving them the benefit of his long and distin-

guished success in dealing with the difficult problem of history

in the schools. Grateful acknowledgment is also due Dr. E. P.

Cheyney, Dr. P. Van Ness Myers, Dr. W. J. Long, Dr. T. B.

Lawler, and Dr. W. C. Webster for permission to reproduce maps

and illustrations.

ALICE M. ATKINSON
Crozet, Virginia
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