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AUTHOR'S PREFACE

The geography of lUinois as a state has received treatment

in the past only in the state supplements of the geography text-

books. A large amount of material bearing directly on the

geography of the state has been published, however, in

numerous bulletins and reports of the various state depart-

ments as indicated in the bibliography given in this volume.

The geography of selected areas has been presented in full

detail in the educational bulletins of the State Geological

Survey. The reader will find among the references listed in

the bibliography a wealth of material with which to continue

a study of the state and its resources as fully as may be desired.

This volume attempts to present the geography of Illinois

as a whole so that the reader may appreciate the resources of

the state and understand how man has used them. The
natural features and natural resources of the state are treated

in some detail. The great occupations of mankind—agri-

culture, mining, manufacturing, transportation, and trade-
are discussed with sufficient fulness to give an adequate idea

of their development and present importance within the state.

The population census of 1920 for Illinois is treated in a final

chapter. The book is designed to be of interest to the busy

citizen who wishes to know his state as a unit in its present-

day activities; to teachers and pupils who would know Illinois

well enough to interpret other regions in comparison with the

home state; to all who wish to learn the reasons for the high

rank of Illinois in many lines of human endeavor.

Copy for the maps and graphs was prepared and the

pictures selected by Miss Eunice R. Blackburn under the

direction of Dr. Goode, the editor. The Index is the work of

Miss Mabel Crompton.

The author wishes to acknowledge his indebtedness to the

various departments of the state government, the local United

States Weather Bureau office at Springfield, the Agricultural

College of the University of Illinois, and the Bureau of the
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United States Census for recent data furnished for use in the

various chapters. Numerous maps, graphs, and recent facts

of the volume are due to their cordial interest and co-operation.

Acknowledgment is also due to Mr. Robert Ridgway for

the use of photographs of southern Illinois which he has

accumulated through a long series of years; to Dr. Wellington

D. Jones for the use of photographs gathered in his field studies

of northeastern Illinois; to the Keystone View Co. for photo-

graphs taken throughout the state; and to numerous friends

who have contributed through photograph, or letter, or

personal conference to the preparation of the volume.

The work has been prepared under the guidance and
direction of Dr. J. Paul Goode, editor of the series of "Regional

Geographies of the United States of America," of which this is

the first volume to appear. His kindly assistance and helpful

advice in the preparation of the manuscript are gratefully

acknowledged.

Douglas C. Ridgley



CONTENTS
CHAPTER

List of Illustrations

I. The Illinois Country

II. Geology

III. The Glacial Period

IV. Surface and Drainage

V. Weather and Climate

VI. Native Vegetation

VII. Native Animals .

VIII, Native People

IX. The Coming of the White Man

X. The Soil and Its Conservation

XI. Agriculture

XII. Animal Industries

XIII. Mineral Resources

XIV. Manufacturing .

XV. Transportation .

XVI. Location and Growth of Cities

XVII. Chicago and Other Cities of the

XVIII. Cities of the Illinois Basin

XIX. Other Cities of Illinois

XX. Government.

XXI. Education .

XXII. Illinois in 1920

Appendix .

Index

Lake Basin





LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS
PAOE

Map of Illinois Territory ...... 2
Kaskaskia Island ........ 2
Map Showing the Boundary Line in Lake Michic-^n . 3
Relief Map of the United States, Illinois in the Great

Plain ......... 5
Map Showing the Illinois Area in Four Places in the

United States ........ 7
Equivalent Areas of the Smaller Countries of Europe

Shown on Map of Illinois ..... 8
Base Lines and Principal Meridians for Illinois and

Indiana ......... 9
Congressional Township with Sections .... 10
M.'VP OF Illinois with Counties Numbered ... 12
La Salle Anticline at Utica, La Salle County . 18
Columnar Section from Geologic Map of Illinois, 1917 18
Geologic Map of Illinois .... facing 18
La Salle Anticline at Lawrenceville, Lawrence County 19
Map of Hardin and Pope Counties, Showing Faults . 19
Deer Park Canyon, Deer Park, La Salle County . . 20
Limestone Quarry, Thornton, Cook County ... 21
French Canyon, Starved Rock State Park ... 22
Drainage Canal at Romeo, Will County.... 23
Continental Glaciation in North America as Related

to Illinois ........ 26
Glacial Drift in Valparaiso Moraine .... 27
MoRAiNAL System of Wisconsin Gl.\ciation in Illinois . 28
Driftless Area, Terminal Mor.a.ine, Ground Moraine

facing 28
South over Des Plaines Outlet ..... 33
Lake Stages ......... 34
Clay Pit in Side of Blue Island, Cook County . . 36
View near Tunnel Hill, Johnson County ... 38
Typical Flat Plain, Bluffs, and Bold Relief . facing 38
"Big Four" Railroad Tunnel, Tunnel Hill, Johnson

County . . . . . . . . .39
Photograph of Relief Model of Illinois ... 40
Drainage Basins of Illinois ...... 41
Drainage Map of Lake Michigan Basin in Illinois . . 43
Calumet River, South of Lake Calumet, Cook County . 44
Sag Outlet and Slope of Mount Forest Island, Cook

County ......... 45
Rock River near Oregon, Ogle County .... 47



xu LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

PAGE

Illinois River from Summit of Starved Rock ... 50
Illinois River \'allky, Looking East from Star\ed Rock

State Park . . . . .51
Vermilion River .at Deer Park, La Salle County . .51
Dredge Boat Used in Building Levees in Illinois River

Swamps ......... 54
Mississippi Flood Pl.a.in and Rocky Bluffs, Jackson County 57
Physical Map of the Ozarks ...... 61
Typical View of the Ozark Hills, about Three Miles

West of Eddy^ville, Pope County . . .62
The Ozark Region ...... facing 62
Country Home among the Ozarks near Tunnel Hill,

Johnson County ....... 63
Paths of Highs and Lows in the United States . . 67
Changes IN Temperature. ...... 68
Average Monthly Precipitation of State as a Whole . 69
Ice in Ohio River .at Cairo, December, 1917 ... 70
Temperature Departure from Normal .... 71
D.aily Vari.ation in Temperature for One Year . 72, 73
We.\ther Bure.au Stations of Illinois .... 74
Instrument Shelter and Rain G.^uge, Ponti.\c, Livingston

County ......... 75
Weather Conditions in Northern Division ... 76
We.\ther Conditions in Centr.al Division ... 76
Weather Conditions in Southern Division ... 77
Frost Seasons for Selected Stations .... 79
Average Annual Snowfall ...... 81
Vegetation Weighed Down with Winter Snow at Cor-

nell, Livingston County ...... 81
Normal Precipitation ....... 82
Rainfall for Selected Stations ..... 83
R.\iNFALL OF State for 1915 ...... 84
Paths of Torn.\does ....... 86
Ice Weighing Down Trees at W.werly, Morgan County 88
Ruins after Tornado at Melrose P.ark, Cook County 90
Rook's Creek, Livingston County ..... 91
Vegetation M.ap of Illinos ...... 92
Luxuriant Vine and Tree Growth in Former Virgin

Forest of the Lower Wabash near Mount Carmel 93
Rocks Covered with Ferns and Lichens, Johnson

County near Tunnel Hill ..... 94
Squared White-Oak Timber Being Shipped from Mount

Carmel to England for Construction of British
N.AVY 94

Isolated Rock in Woods near Tunnel Hill, Johnson
County ......... 95

Native Illinois Forest near Mount Carmel, Wabash
County ......... 96



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS xiii

Steel Bridge on Cairo Division of "Big Four" Railroad at
Glen Fern, Johnson County ....

View Showing Recent Natural Reforestation in South
ern Illinois .......

View Looking up Flood Plain of Wabash River from
Top of Bluff at Mount Carmel

Landscape View among the Ozarks near Tunnel Hill
Johnson County ....

View in Virgin Forest of Lower Wabash, Showing
Luxuriant Vine Growth .....

Rocks at Glen Fern, Johnson County
The Eagle's Nest near Oregon, Ogle County
"Bird Haven," a Tree and Bird Preserve near Olney

Richland County .....
Buffalo in Lincoln Park, Chicago .

American Red Deer, State Museum, Springfield
Illinois River and Valley from Starved Rock State

Park, Looking West....
Starved Rock as Seen from Illinois River
LoRADo Taft's Famous Statue "Black Hawk" at Oregon

Ogle County ......
Population Density in Successive Years
Map Showing Counties with Soil Reports, 1918
Pot Culture Laboratory for Investigations in Soil

Fertility, University of Illinois, Urbana
Soil Map of Illinois ..... facing
Soil Treatment in Four Counties .

Map of Illinos, Showing Experiment Fields
Counties Having Farm Advisers, 1918
Diagram of Urbana Experiment Field
Crop Values, Bloomington Experiment Field
Crop Yields on Illinois Soils as Influenced by Scientific

Agriculture ......
Wheatfield on Poorland Farm, Marion County
Average Production per Square Mile of Cereals, Forage,

AND Animals ......
Farmer's Wife Plowing with a Tr,\ctor .

Corn Crop of the United States and of Illinois
Tall Corn and Sunflower, Richland County .

Oat Crop of the United States and of Illinois
Spring Plowing on Farm, Dupage County
Oat Field, Showing the Prairie
Wheat Crop of the United States and of Illinois
Harvest Scene on Rock River near Oregon, Ogle

County . . . . . .

H.\y and Forage of Illinois ....
A Primitive Molasses Factory, Richland County
Primitive Cane-grinding Mill for Making Sorghum

Molasses, Richland County 177



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

Potato Crop of the United States and of Illinois .

Map Showing Varieties of Vegetables .

A Southern Illinois Rhubarb Field, Massac County
Market Gardens, Cook County ....
Gathering Kiefer Pears, Olney, Richland County
Map Showing Principal Fruit Crops
Strawberry Field in Southern Illinois, Showing Pickers

at Work, Massac County.....
Distribution Map of Principal Animals in Illinois
Animal Husbandry Class Judging Percheron Horses

University of Illinois .....
Plowing with Percheron Horses, Normal University

Farm, Normal, McLean County
Map Showing Distribution of Cattle in Illinois and in

the United States ......
Dairy Cattle, Hogs, and Dairy Barns on Illinois St.ate

Normal University Farm, McLean County
Jersey Cow and Calf near Alfa, Henry County
Hereford Calves, Department of Animal Husbandry

University of Illinois .....
Yorkshire Hogs, University of Illinois .

Prize Holsteins, Showing Ideal Watering Pl.ace, Barns
AND Silos near Quincy .....

Sheep near Toulon, Stark County ....
Shearing Sheep with Power-dri\-en Shears, Kirkland

DeKalb County ......
Hundreds of Tons of Coal Ready for Shipment, Harris

burg, Saline County .....
Coal Fields of Illinois ......
Coal Transportation Underground by Electric IMotor

Marion, Williamson County .

Stripping Coal, Surface Mining West of Danville
Vermilion Coltnty ......

Coal Mine, Mount Olive, Macoupin County .

Petroleum Fields and Pipe Lines of Illinois .

Production of Petroleum in Illinois

Iron-Ore Dock .\nd Storage, Calumet Harbor, Chicago
Gl.azing-Room of Western Stonew.a.re Company, M.-xcomb

McDoNOUGH County......
Refining Room, M.'^comb, McDonough County
Quarry and Mill for Crushing Limestone, Thornton

Cook County .......
Fluor-Spar Mines, Rosiclare, Hardin County.
Artesian Well, Potomac, Vermilion County .

Power Dam, Marseilles, La Salle County
Grist Mill Operated by Wind Power, Golden, Ad.ams

County ........
Pouring Zinc Spelter, Matthiesen & Hegeler Zinc

Company, La Salle ......



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

Chart Showing Values of Leading Manufacturing
Industries for Illinois ...... 220

Cooling-Room, Armour Packing House, Chicago . . 221

Home of Avery Tractors, Peoria ..... 226
Aluminum Ore Company, East St. Louis .... 226
Drilling Holes in Watch Plates, Elgin Watch Company,

Elgin ......... 227
Stove-manufacturing Plant, Quincy .... 227
River Steamboat at Rock Island ..... 231
United States River Steamer Leaving Dock at La Salle 232
Bridge over Ohio River at Metropolis, Massac County 233
Lock and Dam, Henry, Marshall County . . . 234
Chicago River, Showing Barges Towed by Tugboat . 234
Locks on Illinois and Michigan Canal, Marseilles,

La Salle County ....... 235
Chicago Drainage Canal, Looking Upstream from Wil-

low Springs, Cook County ..... 236
Map and Dlagram Showing Illinois Waterway, Lockport

to La Salle ........ 237
Lake Front, Showing Tr.'vcks of Illinois Centr.a.l Rail-

road, Chicago ........ 239
Network of Main-Line Tracks and Relay Depot, East

St. Louis ......... 239
Typical Railroad Depot of a Small City, Carrollton,

Greene County ....... 240
The Town Elevator ....... 241
T\t>ical Country Road near Geneseo, Henry County . 242
Map Showing Federal- and State-Aid Road System of

Illinois ......... 245
View of Split Rock near La Salle, Showing Three

Methods of Transportation ..... 246
Chicago and Vicinity ..... facing 254
Tall Buildings on Michigan Avenue from the Break-

water, Chicago ...... 256, 257
Bascule Bridge, Chicago River ..... 258
Elevator on South Branch of Chicago River . . . 258
Lighthouse, Chicago ....... 260
Gr.ain Elevator on Chicago River, Chicago . . . 260
A Busy Day in the South Water Street Produce Market,

Chicago 263
Haymarket Square, Chicago ...... 264
Chicago Harbor and Warehouses ..... 264
Scene in Douglas Park Playground, Chicago . . . 266
North Shore B.athing Beach, Chicago .... 267
Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, Looking North . . . 267
Tennis Courts in Douglas Park, Chicago . . . 268
State Street, Chicago ....... 269
Looking North from Corner of Jackson Boulevard and

Dearborn Street, Chicago ..... 270



Thank You for previewing this eBook 
You can read the full version of this eBook in different formats: 

 HTML (Free /Available to everyone) 
 

 PDF / TXT (Available to V.I.P. members. Free Standard members can 
access up to 5 PDF/TXT eBooks per month each month) 
 

 Epub & Mobipocket (Exclusive to V.I.P. members) 

To download this full book, simply select the format you desire below 

 

 

 

http://www.free-ebooks.net/

