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ADVERTISEMENT.

IN this edition it has been deemed fufficient to re-

tain fo much only of the Prefaces that were prefixed,

in the original editions, to the different voluines, as

tends to elucidate the fubjed:, or to explain the

grounds upon which Dr. Wells proceeded. The

Dedications, as well as the Cuts, or Draughts, which

were taken chiefly from Le Bruyn's Travels, a work

not very difficult to be procured, are omitted ; and

the Alphabetical Tables to the different volumes are

comprifed in one general Index. The fuperior merit

of D'Anville's Ancient Maps is now fo generally ac-

knowledged, that little apology feems neceflary for

new modelling by them the general plan of the maps

given in the former editions of Dr. Wells ; where

the fftuation aflligned to any particular place or coun-

try in one map rarely coincides with the fftuation

afligned to it in another ; not to mention that in

many inftances it is affigned erroneoufly in both.

In all cafes, however, in which it appears from the

work itfelf, that Dr. W~ells has deliberately adopted

an opinion, from which D'Anville differs, the prefe-

rence has uniformly been given to the former; an

a 3 adt
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aft of juilice, to which he is the more entitled, as he

feldom, if ever, fpeaks decilively, without adducing

his reafons.

It remains only to account for an apparent ana-

chronifm in the following Preface, by admonifhing

the reader, that the Hiftorical Geography of the

Old and New Teftaments were originally diftindl

and feparate publications ; and that the Geography

of the New Teftament was iirft publifhed by the

Author.

PREFACE.



PREFACE.

AN the facred Scriptures there are diftinguifhable

thefe two general parts, a Do6lrinal and an Hifto-

rical. By the Dodlrinal part are underftood thofe

inftrudlions, which teach us what we are to beheve

and pra6life, in order to our eternal falvation. By

the Hiftorical part is meant the account given us

of tranfadlions and events ; either in reference to

nations, efpecially that of the Jews ; or in reference

to lingle perfons, as Abraham, David, &c. but

above all, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,

the author andfiniflier of our faith. Heb. xii. 2.

Of thefe two parts of Scripture, the Do6lrinal,

being of infinitely the higheft concern, requires there-

fore our far greateft fludy and application. How-
ever this hinders not, but that we may, and very

commendably too, fpend fome time and thoughts on

the Hiftorical part of Scripture ; it being but rea-

fonable to think, that what the wifdom of God has

judged fit to make part of his word, we may judge

jfit to make part of our ftudy.

a 4 This
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This being certain in general, it will ealily be

granted, that amongft all the hiftorical paflages of

Scripture, circumftances appertaining to the hiftory

of our blefled Saviour challenge the firft place in our

ftudious thoughts and enquiries. And as Geography

is acknowledged to be one eye of Hiftory in general,

fo nothing can more conduce to illuftrate the hiftory

of our Lord, than giving as it were a plan of thofe

places which made up the fcene, whereon the parti-

culars of his holy and unfpotted life were tranfafted ;

efpecially if the geographical defcription be ranged

after an hiftorical method, or according to the feries

of time, wherein the places were vilited by our blefled

Lord.

This is the delign and method of the ^ firft Part

of this work, which therefore cannot be reafonably

difliked, whatever the performance may be. Though

even this, I hope, carries nothing in it, but what is

very excufable by a reader of candour, and not un-

apprehenftve of the nature of the fubjedl.

In defcribing the ancient ftate and condition of

places, as they were in the times of our Saviour, I

have chiefly followed (where I could) Jofephus, the

celebrated Jewifh hiftorian, as being beyond difpute

the beft qualified author to inform us therewith

;

forafmuch as he lived in the firft century, and was

not only a native of th6 Holy Land, but alfo a great

commander or general i^ it.

* See the Advcrtifement prefixed to this edition.

But
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But judging It might be not lefs (if not more)

acceptable to the genius of the age, I have inferted

alfo the beft account we have of the prefent ftate and

condition of places mentioned in the Gofpels, and

lying within the Holy Land. This I have taken

chiefly from the late reverend and ingenious Mr.

Maundrell, then Chaplain to the fa<5lory at Aleppo,

in his Journey from Aleppo to Jerufalem, A. D. 1697.

This worthy perfon appears by his writings to have

been fo well qualified for a work of this nature, that

it is much to be regretted, that he had not the op-

portunity of taking a furvey of all the parts of the

Holy Land, but efpecially of the Sea of Galilee, and

the country round it. Sure I am, it is much to be

wifhed, that this might be done by fome other wor-

thy perfon belonging to the forementioned fa6lory,

and no lefs qualified for fuch an undertaking. It is

obvious of what great ufe this might be, for the clear-

ing fome pafiTages in the Gofpels, which relate to our

Saviour's journeyings about the Sea of Galilee.

I need not enlarge on the great ufe that maps are

of to the better underflianding of all forts of geogra-

phical treatifes. For which reafon, I have added to

this firft Part a map, fhewing the places mentioned

in the four Gofpels, and lying chiefly within the

Holy Land : as I have alfo added another map to

the other part of this work, fhewing fuch places as

are mentioned in the other books of the New Tefta-

ment, and lay chiefly without the Holy Land. So

that in one of thefe two maps is to be found any

place



place mentioned or referred to in the whole New
Teftament.

It is here to be further remarked, that I have not

contented myfelf with giving a bare geographical

account of places ; but have alfo taken notice of fuch

famous perfons, or adlions, or other circumftances,

as the places are memorable for in hiftory, or at leaft

deferve our prefent obfervation. And this I have

done to the end that this work might be ufeful in

more refpedts than one ; and not only more ufeful,

but alfo more pleafant and entertaining to the reader.

On this hiftorical account, as alfo by reafon of the

hiftorical method I have made ufe of both in this

and the other Part, I have given to this work the

name of an Hiftorical Geography of the New Tefta-

ment.

I have purpofely avoided, as much as I could, all

critical difquilitions, this work being chiefly defigned

for the fervice of fuch as are not wont to find any

great pleafure in criticifms, at leaft, of this nature

;

and are not much Ikilled in any other but their na-

tive Englifh tongue. For which laft reafon, I have

likewife made ufe of the Englifh tranflation of Jofe-

phus by Sir Roger L'Eftrange, where I have had oc-

cafion to cite any pafFage out of the faid Jewifh

Hiftorian.

As Geography is efteemed one eye of Hiftory, fo

Chronology is no leis juftiy efteemed the other; and

therefore,
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therefore, to give all the light I could to the hiftory

of the New Teftament, I have added two Chrono-

logical Tables, one of the hiflory of our bleffed Sa-

viour, and the other of St. Paul's travels, taken n"om

the tables publifhed by Mr. Marfhal, and approved

of (to fay no more) by Dr. Lloyd, late Bifhop of

Worcefter, who was generally efteemed one of the

moll learned in chronology of his age.

It is alfo to be here further obferved, that, whereas

in the former editions I followed what is commonly

thought the feries or courfe of the hiftory of our Sa-

viour ; having fince had occalion to inquire more

ftri6lly into that matter, (namely, in order to the

drawing up of my table of the harmony of the Gof-

pels lately publifhed,) I have thereby feen caufe to

look on the courfe of our Saviour's hiftory com-

monly followed to be wrong : and therefore to alter

and tranfpofe fome paflTages of our Saviour's journey-

ijigs in the former editions.

The fecond Part of the Geography of the New
Teftament being of the fame nature in general with

the firft, it is needful only to obferve, that my par-

ticular delign is to give a geographical and hifborical

account of the places mentioned, or referred to, in

the books of the New Teftament, which follow after

the four Gofpels. The far greateft number of which

s places
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places being contained in the hiftory or Epiftles

of St. Paul, I have diftinguifhed this fecond Part by

the title of the Travels and Voyages of St. Paul,

the Apoftle of the Gentiles.

In defcribing the places, I have obferved the

fame hiftorical method ufed in the other Part ; rang-

ing them according to the feries of time, when they

were vilited by St. Paul ; this being the moft con^

ducive way to illuftrate the hiftory of our Apoftle.

Through the whole performance, I have guided

myfelf by the fame meafures, as in the firft Part.

The ancient ftate of feveral places, which lay without

the Holy Land, is taken from Strabo, who lived in

the firft century ; and the prefent ftate is taken

chiefly either from Sir Paul Ricaut, or Mr. Maun-

drell. To Mr. Maundrell we are beholden for the

prefent ftate of Damafcus and Ptolemais, which he

viftted in 1697 : to Sir Paul Ricaut for the prefent

ftate of the feven Churches in Afia, to which the

feven Epiftles, recorded in the Revelation of St. John,

were fenti which he viftted in 1678.

With refpedl to my Geography of the Old

Teftament, I need fay no more of the defign of this

work in general, and the method obferved therein,

than that they are of a like nature with the delign

and
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and method of my Geography of the New Tefta-

ment.

The moft obfervable difference between one work

and the other^ is this^ that in my Geography of

the Old Teftament I have found it requilite to have

frequent recourfe to the Hebrew language, and to

make ufe of fome terms of the Hebrew Gramma-

rians ; which becaufe it is likely fome readers may

not be acquainted with, I judged this the moft proper

place to explain them in.

It is obfervable, that none of the letters of the

Hebrew alphabet are vowels, there being originally

no charadlers for thefe, as is probable, forafmuch

as in the old Hebrew text no vowels are exprefled.

The chara6lers, whereby the vowels are exprefled

in the prefent Hebrew Bibles, as alfo thofe whereby

the confonants are exprefled, were taken from the

Chaldeans, and learnt by the Jews, and brought into

ufe among them, during the Babylonifh capti-

vity. So that what is now-a-days called the Hebrew

text is in reality no other than the Hebrew text

exprefled in Chaldee characters, whether confo-

nants or vowels. The true old Hebrew chara(5lers

are thofe now-a-days called the Samaritan charadters

;

among which, as I faid above, there are none for

vowels.

Laftly, it is only further obfervable, as to ouf

prefent purpofe, that the Hebrew letters are diftin-

guifhed
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