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PREFATORY NOTE

INDEX OF DR. BUTLER'S ANTIENT ATLAS.

It is to be observed in this Index, which is made for the sake of complete and easy refer-

ence to the Maps, that the Latitude and Longitude of Rivers, and names of Countries, are

given from the points where their names happen to be written in the Map, and not from any-

remarkable point, such as their source or embouchure. The same River, Mountain, or City

&c, occurs in different Maps, but is only mentioned once in the Index, except very large

Rivers, the names of which are sometimes repeated in the Maps of the different countries to

which they belong.

The quantity of the places mentioned has been ascertained, as far as was in the Author's

power, with great labor, by reference to the actual authorities, either Greek prose writers,

(who often, by the help of a long vowel, a diphthong, or even an accent, afford a clue to

this,) or to the Greek and Latin poets, without at all trusting to the attempts at marking the

quantity in more recent works, experience having shown that they are extremely erroneous.

The Author does not flatter himself that he has altogether succeeded in this extremely

difficult point, though he has taken great pains with it. In some instances, where there are

no means of ascertaining the quantity by poetic usage, custom, derivation, or any authentic

source, and in cases where the syllable is known to be common, or is obviously long, the

quantity is not marked.

It is certain that the Antients in very many cases had no settled rules for the quantity of

proper names. Even in the very best writers we have singular anomalies in the most com-

mon, such as Apulia, and Apulia, and Appulus, in Horace ; Sicanms and Sicanius, Siculus

and Sicelides, Sidonius and SldonTus, Italus and Italus, in Virgil ; to say nothing of innu-

merable instances in other writers. So that they seem in many cases to have reserved to

themselves the power of making those vowels which are generally called doubtful, either

long or short in the same word, as suited their purpose. Hence we have Batavi and Batavi,

BrTtanni and Britones, &c. &c.

These observations might be extended to a much greater length, but it is hoped enough

has been said to show the difficulties of the subject, and obtain the indulgence of scholars.
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